17/ 03/ 2004
Dr M No reason to change support for the BN

Sul ok Tawi e

SIBU, Tues. - Tun Dr Mahat hir Mohamad sees no reason for the people of
Sarawak t o change their support for the Barisan Nasional sinply because
the country has a new Prime M nister.

"W have a different Prime M nister now, but we in Ml aysi a must showto
the world that the transition is smooth and that the new | eadershi p has
t he support and confidence of the people, even nore than before,” the
former Prime Mnister said at a neet-the-peopl e session at the Dewan
Suar ah here today.

Dr Mahat hir, who stepped down on Cct 31 | ast year for his deputy Datuk
Seri Abdul | ah Ahnad Badawi to take over, said the snmooth transition was
proof that | eadership changes in Mal aysia were carried out peacefully.

"Changes in the | eadershi p should not affect the people's support for
t he Governnent.

"So on Sunday, cone out in force to give Barisan Nasional a bigger
mandat e, " he said.

Dr Mahathir said Pas and DAP woul d not be able to formthe Federal
Governnent even if they were towin all the seats they were contesting.

"Inits mani festo, Pas promi ses to reduce taxes on notorcars, do away
with road tolls and other things. But how can they do this when they
cannot even formthe Government ?"

He said the opposition parties were trying to copy the Bari san Nasi onal
by calling thenmsel ves Barisan Alternatif.

"You know, there is sonething about quality. When you have a copy of
sonething, the quality is inferior. Anything that is aninmtationis
al ways inferior. So don't buy an imtation product. The price m ght be
cheaper but the quality is suspect,"” he said.
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