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Dr Mahathir: We should join Antarctic treaty

PENANG Mbon. - Mal aysia's continued participationin Antarctic research

wi Il have greater neaning if the country becones a nenber of the Antarctic
Treaty System (ATS), former Prime Mnister Tun Dr Mahat hir Mohamad said

t oday.

Stating that the stage had been set for the Government to deci de whet her
tojoin the ATS or otherw se, he said the current agreenent under which
the country participated as a non-treaty nmenber was "not satisfactory".

"This is especially so, if the Mal aysi an Antarctic Research Programe
(MARP) is to be expanded into the Ninth Mal aysia Plan," he added in a
keynot e address at the 2nd Mal aysi an I nternati onal Sem nar on Antarctica
here.

"As a devel oping country, Ml aysia has taken a diplomatic position on
t he question of Antarctica in the United Nations. Ml aysia has al so shown
that through bilateral co-operation with ATS nenber countries, a
devel opi ng country can participate inresearchin Antarctica."

The ATS is a network of international instrunments includingthe
Antarctic Treaty. The treaty was signed i n Decenber, 1959, in Washi ngton,
DC, and its aimis "to ensure that Antarctica is used for peaceful
pur poses, for international co-operation in scientific research, and does
not becone t he scene or object of international discord."

In the address, "Policies on Antarctica: Rol e of Devel opi ng Countries",
he said the initial thrust of Malaysia's foray into Antarctic affairs,
such as the demand that it serve as a common heritage for mankind, may not
have succeeded.

"But today, the countries whichinitially clainmd chunks of Antarctica
for thensel ves are | ess vehenent about sovereignty. There is al so general
agreenent that the resources of Antarctica should not be exploited," he
added.

"There are countries which have indicated their opposition to such a
treaty. Rogue nations nmay yet try to extract the oil and ot her resources
in which Antarctica is rich," he said.

The three-day international sem nar is organised by Universiti Sains
Mal aysi a and the Mal aysi an Acadeny of Sciences.
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