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BN nust make the tough deci sions

Azi zul Adnan

THE resul ts of Malaysia's 11th general el ection are enphatic: an over-
whel m ng vote of confidence in the gentle but firmleadership of Datuk
Seri Abdul | ah Ahnad Badawi . Comment ators have said - privately at |east -
that Tun Dr Mahat hir Mohamad woul d never have got such a verdict if he had
been the | eader.

VWhi ch brings ne to the point that political parties have the sonetines
di chot onous task of having to be popul ar enough to win el ections and to
formgovernnents at five-year intervals, yet be forceful enough in the
i ntervening years to push for reforns and to i npl ement the vision of its
| eaders, acts that will involve social dislocation of some sort and
t herefore be potentially unpopular, at least in the eyes of the mnority
who may be affected by such acts.

Dr Mahathir's 22-year administrationillustrated this idea well. Barisan
Nasi onal 's popularity - among the educated middl e-class at |east -
suffered fromthe effects of events such as Operation Lallang, the crisis
inthe judiciary and the sacking of Datuk Seri Anwar | brahim

Despite this (and sonme woul d say because of it), the nation prospered.
The i npression one got of Dr Mahathir was of a man in a hurry who want ed
tojust get on with running the country and fulfilling his vision of
Mal aysi a, a man who was i ncreasi ngly aware of the quickening fl ow of the
sands of tinme through his fingers.

He said in 1999: "I nust be the only dictator in history to have to win
an el ection before | can start dictating”, but | amsure he was only hal f
j oki ng.

It was al nost as though wi nning el ecti ons was a necessary di straction
fromthe real job of running Ml aysi a.

VWi ch brings me to ny point. The al nost unequi vocal support of the
el ectorate is not an end unto itself.

The Governnent formed by the victorious Bari san Nasi onal must have the
conviction of its own beliefs to make hard but right decisions - decisions
that may even be unpopul ar. Medicine is al nost al ways bitter, and we
should do well to take a | eaf out of the good doctor's book
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