06/ 03/ 2004

Al set for eagerly awaited el ection

AFTER al I the waiting and specul ati ng, the general el ection has at | ast
been fixed for Sunday, March 21, with nom nation day on March 13, whichis
next Saturday. It will be a historic occasion. Prime Mnister and Barisan
Nasi onal chairman Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahnad Badawi wi |l be seeking a
mandat e fromthe people to lead the country into a clearly defined future.
The 11t h general election will be one of the nost pacific, offering voters
a choi ce between distinct alternatives. Since taking over fromTun Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad, Abdul | ah has created a wel | spring of goodwi Il fromthe
rakyat. He takes the nationto the polls with the wounds of 1999 | argely
heal ed.

Bet ween March 13 and 21, only a period of over a week has been slotted
for canpai gning. Too short a tine, sone may say, especially in the
Opposition. But "election fever" has been building over the | ast few
nmont hs and political parties have been actively canpaigningin various
forms. El ection Conmi ssion chairman Tan Sri Abdul Rashi d Abdul Rahman said
that over the |l ast four years, pernits had been issued for 11, 692 ceranah
and other political party activities. There has been plenty of tinme and
opportunity for politicians to get their nessage across.

By now, even first-time voters will be familiar with the main political
parties. They will al so have nore than an i nkling of what the Bari san
Nasi onal stands for, and what separates it fromthe Opposition. If sone of
themstill don't know, they needn't worry. They will soon be deluged with
a flood of information - stunp speeches, panphlets, billboards, house-to-
house visits, and anything el se that will attract their support, and win
their all-inportant votes. As for the ol der el ectorate, having gone
through it all before, they knowwhat it's all about.

Quite a sizeabl e nunber woul d have al ready nmade up their mnds. Sone are
di ehard supporters of a particular party. Nothing, it seens, will change
their stand. Gthers are undecided. They remain to be swayed by what they
see and hear during the canpai gn. But the peopl e nust al ways renenber that
their votes will deci de what ki nd of Malaysia they' Il get. Their right to
choose nmust not be exercised on a whim They nmust think carefully before
maki ng their choices and not let their hearts rule their heads.
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