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2004 - El ection and nore el ections

THI S year wi || see changes and devel opnents in the country. Forenpst, of
course, is the inpending 11th general el ection. Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad
Badawi wi |l be | eadi ng Bari san Nasional in his inaugural polls since
assumng the Prime Mnister's post.

Wth sentinments nowfavouring the ruling coalition, aconvincing victory
for BNw Il give Abdull ah a stanp of legitimacy in | eading the country
after taking over fromTun Dr Mahathir Mhamad | ast Cctober.

Political parties fromBN and the Opposition, in anticipation of the
el ection this year, have intensified their activities |like el ection
preparation programmes and activated their el ection machinery while
el ected representatives have been neeting their constituents nore
frequently.

Many are expecting the polls to be held early in the year because the BN
| eader ship has i ndi cated that the Sabah State el ection, to be held by
June, will be held simultaneously with the general election.

The termfor the Sabah State Legi slative Assenbly will end in April but
the election lawallows for the election to be held within 60 days from
the date the State Legislative Assenbly is dissol ved.

The general el ection nust be held by early next year as the current term
of Parlianment ends in Decenber.

Many al so believe that Abdullah, who is al so Umo president, will
announce t he candi date for the deputy prinme mnister's post this year -
wi dely anticipated to be a toss between Umo vice-presi dents Datuk Seri
Naji b Razak and Tan Sri Mihyi ddi n Yassin.

There are al so a handful fromthe Qpposition canp who think Abdullah is
inno hurry to name the deputy prine mnister because there is no
provi sion for such an appoi ntnent in the Federal Constitution. Abdullah
can al ways appoint a senior nminister to carry out his duties when heis
away.

But others feel that an early announcement will reduce tension between
Naj i b and Muhyi ddi n supporters.

For the first tine, the Umo general assenbly scheduled this year wll
see elections at all three levels - branch, division and suprene council -
held in the sane year instead of different years. There will be a gap of a
nmonth or two between el ections at each | evel

This foll ows anendnments to the party constitution, which were passed in
Novenber 2000, allowi ng for the branch electionto be held first, foll owed
by di vi si ons and suprene counci |

The | ast branch el ecti on was hel d i n 2002, divisional election in 2001
and suprene council election in 2000

Intense fight is expected for posts in the supreme council, especially
those of vice-presidents and Umo Yout h head. Many contenders will vie for
the three vice-president posts, especially to fill the vacancy when one of
them noves up as the deputy president.

Tal ks of contest for the Umo Youth head post invol ving i ncunbent Datuk
Hi shanmuddi n Hussei n and Sel angor Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Dr Mohd Khir
Toyo have al so been going on for sone tinme. There have al so been efforts
by some quarters to persuade H shamuddin to contest for a vice-president
post, thus paving the way for an easy Dr Mohd Khir victory for the Umo
Yout h head post.

The di vi sional el ections are al so expected to see sone i ntense fights,



especially in Kelantan where four division heads were dropped when the
pro-temconmmittees were announced on Nov 22.

Puteri Umo will al so see a change as the i ncunbent chief Datuk Azalina
O hman Sai d has passed the 40year age limt for the post.

A likely contender is current deputy head Noraini Ahmad, who is likely
to face chal | enges fromone of the executive council nenbers.

As for Wanita Umo, its incunbent Datuk Seri Rafidah Aziz is expected to
be returned unopposed toget her wi th her deputy Dat uk Shahri zat Abdul
Jalil.

In MCA, observers are watching closely if old TeamA-TeamB rivalries
will resurface after the general election, especially inthe run-up to the
triennial party polls next year.

Wil e party | eaders insist that therivalry is a thing of the past,
sceptics feel that the peace is a tenporary truce and m ght bl ow up after
t he general election.

As for the proposed MCA-CGerakan nerger, it is likely that tal ks between
both parties toiron out the technicalities will only gain monentumafter
the general election. Anerger is unlikely to happen in the near future.

As for the Indian-based parties, the "war" between MC and IPFis |likely
to continue. MC president Datuk Seri S. Sany Vel lu, after 25 years at the
helm m ght continue to be the target of |PF president Datuk MG
Pandithan's unrelenting criticismas pressure nounts on Sany Vel lu to give
way to younger | eaders.

The controversy surrounding MC s i nvest ment arm Mai ka Hol di ngs wi ||
conti nue to dom nate the headlines.

The People's Progressive Party is expected to be given a shot in the arm
inthe general election when the party fields a candidate for the first
tinme.

Presi dent Datuk M Kayveas, now a Deputy Mnister in the Prine
M nister's Department through his appointnment as a Senator, is likely to
be given a parlianentary seat in Perak to contest.

As for the Qpposition, it is expected to be snooth sailing for Pas.
Party | eaders, including president Datuk Seri Abdul Hadi Awang, who were
el ected |l ast year will continue with the struggle to set up Pas' version
of an Islamic state. They will try to sell the concept to Muslins and non-
Muslins alike.

The termof el ected DAP central executive conmittee menbers, who were
el ected in 2001, ends this year. DAP national chairman LimKit Siang and
deputy chai rman Kar pal Singh, barring a poor showi ng by DAP i n t he gener al
el ection, are expected to remain in their posts.

Parti Keadil an Nasional elections are al so due this year but the party
isunlikely to hold an election as |ast year's annual general assenbly,
schedul ed i n Decenber was postponed to enable the party to concentrate on
the general election.

The party's suprene council will decide onthe newdate for the deferred
general assenbly in the first week of January as it has until April 26 to
hol d t he assenbly.

However, shoul d the Regi strar of Societies approve its applicationto
amend its constitutionto merge with Parti Rakyat Mal aysia (resultingin
Parti Keadilan Rakyat), PKRw Il hold its inaugural election instead.

Keadi | an and PRM | aunched PKR on Aug 3, without the ROS approval.

Besi des politics, several other significant devel opnents are taking
pl ace on the local front this year.

After hosting the Non-Aligned Movenent and Organi sation of Islamc
Conference sunm ts | ast year, Malaysiawill host the first Cormonweal th
TourismMnisters' Conference in March, an event that is set to be a
catal yst for the touri smsector anong nenber countri es.



Culture, Arts and TourismM ni ster Datuk Paduka Abdul Kadir Sheikh
Fadzir said the conference would i ndirectly boost other sectors, such as
educati on and heal th.

Pl anned during the Conmon-weal t h Busi ness Forumhel d i n Kual a Lunpur
| ast year, he said the conference to be held annually, would
set a new era in developing tourismin Commonweal th countri es.

It will be preceded by a senior officials neeting and a Conmonweal th
busi ness forum

This year, 85,000 17-year-olds will attend a three-nmonth National
Service stint next nonth.

The training is staggered over three batches at 45 canps nati onwi de.

Cabi net Committee on National Service Progranme chai rman Dat uk Seri
Naj i b Razak, who nade t he announcement after the sel ection process (random
bal I oting) was conpl eted, said the Nati onal Registration Departnent had
pi cked 478, 850 boys and girls, bornin 1986, who woul d be eligible for the
progr ame.

Naj i b added that they included 419,000 yout hs fromgovernment and
private schools, while the rest had stopped school i ng or are worki ng.

In ensuring that the programe i s w t hout hiccups, the Education
M ni stry has deferred adm ssion dates for matriculation and FormSi x till
May 10 and May 15 respectively to all owthose i nvol ved i n Nati onal Service
to conplete their training.

M ni ster Tan Sri Misa Mohaned sai d the adni ssion date for public
institutions of higher |earning was al so revised to June 15 while
pol yt echni cs and comunity col | eges woul d begi n cl asses fromJune 20.

Those sel ected for the first i ntake, Miusa said, would start fromFeb 16
to May 2 and with the revision, would have no difficulty with the
admi ssi on dat es.

However, those sel ected for the second i ntake, begi nning March 22 will
only conpl ete the progranme on June 13. They will be allowed to | eave
earlier and conplete the remai ni ng of the training next year.

Thi s year al so promi ses nusi ¢ ent husi asts cheaper conpact di scs and
vi deo conpact discs as the Governnent will enforce the newceiling prices
for optical discs.

Last Septenber, the ceiling price for VCDs was fixed at RML4. For
| ocal | y-produced CDs, the ceiling prices were between RM21 for | ocal
artistes and RMR29 for foreign perfornmners.

The new prici ng does not cover inported CDs and VCDs, digital video
di scs, cassettes and conputer software.

Muhyi ddi n, who is Donestic Trade and Consumer Affairs Mnister, said
the mnistry woul d spend about RML.5 million for sonme 100 consumner
progranmes to educate and sol ve probl ens faced by consumers.

Anot her 500 such programmes are schedul ed for the first four nonths of
the year.

In ensuring the public gets its noney worth, Mihyiddi n had war ned t he
i ndustry players not to conpronise on the quality of their products.

As for the much tal ked about speed limt issue, the Governnment will go
ahead with plans to increase the speed linit on certain highways from
110kph to 120kph.

This, Wrks Mnister Sany Vel |l u said, was despite the high accident and
fatality rates recorded during festive seasons.

Several States, including Selangor and Johor, woul d al so i npl enent new
policies and progranmes.

Gover nnent servants and enpl oyees of statutory bodies in Sel angor will
have to pay their zakat through sal ary deducti ons to the Sel angor Zakat
Centre (PZS).

State Secretary Datuk Abdul Aziz Mohd Yusof, during a neeting with civil



servants i n Shah Al amwhen announcing the directive recently, saidthe
State Governnent woul d i ssue circulars to all civil servants on the salary
deducti on schene.
The State will be the first to nake the sal ary deducti on conpul sory.
Johor will set up its Biotechnol ogy and Bi odi versity Action Council this
year to better co-ordinate research and devel opment efforts for
i ndustries, especially thoseinvolved in producing agricul ture and natural

products.
State Sci ence and Technol ogy Conmmittee chai rman Ml Sal i kon Sarpin said
t he council, which woul d be based at Universiti Teknol ogi Malaysia in

Skudai, woul d use the research facilities there to carry out its work.

The counci| woul d have four departnments planning, research, devel opnent
and i ncubator, pronotion, information and support.

"It will receive technical support fromthe university as well as
rel evant government agenci es such as Mardi on agricultural research.”

Car buyers this year are offered nore choi ces as Perusahaan O onpbi
Nasi onal Bhd (Proton), whichis facing increased conpetition fromcar
importers, will be introducing several new nodel s.

Chi ef executive officer Tan Sri Tengku Mahal eel Tengku Ariff said Proton
woul d i ntroduce "a nunber" of new nodels to curb declining sales and
erodi ng market share, intinme for the sector's full market |iberalisation
next year.

The national car maker, Tengku Mahal eel, will roll out the new nodels,
one by one.

On the international relations front, Ml aysia, in enhancing trade ties
withits trading partners, will begintalks early this year to elinminate
inmport tariffs and other trade barriers.

The negoti ati ons between Prine M nister Abdul | ah and Japanese Pri ne
M ni ster Junichiro Koi zum to push for a Japan- Ml aysi a Economi ¢
Part ner shi ps Agreenment (JMEPA), which enconpasses a free trade agreenent
(FTA) between the two countries, will liberalise trade of goods and
services

The JMEPA wi | | al so i ncl ude agreenents on tourism standardi sation of
regul ations and i ntell ectual property.
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