07/ 03/ 2004
Dr M | want a huge win for Barisan in Kedah

El i zabet h John
ALOR STAR, Sat. - Tun Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad has demanded a gift fromthe
State Barisan Nasional - a resounding win for the ruling party in Kedah.

Instead of the praise and thanks often heaped on himfor his |ong years
of service as Prime Mnister, he saidit would be better to win back seats
lost to the Qpposition.

"The best gratitude | can receive is a huge victory for Barisan Nasi onal
in Kedah. This is the gift | amasking for. Even if it is not being
offered to ne, | amdermanding it," he told a nmeeting packed with BN
wor kers and | eaders.

Earlier, the forner Prine Mnister had adnmitted to beingalittle
enbarrassed that BN had cone close to losing the State while he was in
office. He said he was often in a quandary when faced w th questi ons about
how BN was faring in the State now

"l cannot confortably say that we will win and it would be even nore
enbarrassing to say that we will lose."

Dr Mahat hir asked | eaders and party workers to help BNto regainits
honour in the State. Pas holds 12 state seats and seven parlianentary
seats i n Kedah, whil e Keadi |l an has one state seat. Kedah is the only BN
controlled State in which it does not have a two-thirds majority.

Dr Mahathir, who is also adviser to the BN in Kedah, pronised to
canpai gn for candi dates standing for parlianentary and state seats in
Kubang Pasu.

He said it was his way of showi ng gratitude to the thousands who had
wor ked to ensure the success of his own canmpai gn when he was MP for Kubang
Pasu.

"I amindebted to the people in nmy constituency who worked for my win. |
will work hard to ensure that they enjoy the same success."”

In his hour-1ong speech, Dr Mahathir spoke at | ength on how divisions in
Umo could bring failure to the party and BN in the general el ection.

Ur gi ng Umo nenbers not to sabot age t he chances of candi dates, he said:
"Actually, Umo is very strong, even in Kel antan. Everyone | i kes Umo.
However, there are those who will sabotage candi dates when they are not
sel ected. "

Dr Mahat hir al so rem nded conponent parties of BNto support each ot her.
He asked that party nenmbers refrain fromquestioning the allocation of
seats and realise that only through give-and-take and nmutual support could

BN score victories.

Dr Mahathir al so conmented on religious issues that Pas was |ikely to
rai se. Using the colloquial term"tinas", which neans to squash, he
expressed confidence that Umo coul d tackl e these i ssues easily.

Present at the nmeeting were Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Syed Razak Syed
Zain, Tan Sri Dr Abdul Hamid Ot hman, Culture, Arts and Touri smM ni ster
and Kul i mMP Dat uk Paduka Abdul Kadir Shei kh Fadzir, State Executive
Councill ors and | eaders of BN conponent parties.
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