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CJ: More going to court for redress

By Ani za Dam s
PUTRAJAYA, Mon. - Who says Mal aysi ans have lost faith in the court systenf

The Chi ef Justice today rel eased statistics that showed nore Ml aysi ans
were filing civil cases in court and then declared: "This increase
di sproves clains by the detractors that the people have lost faithin the
courts."

Tan Sri Ahmad Fairuz Shei kh Abdul Halimnoted that in the 15-nonth
period between April 1, 2003 and June 30, 2004, the registration of cases
inthe Magistrates Court had risen by 85 per cent, conpared to the
preceedi ng 15 nont hs bet ween January 1, 2002 and March 31, 2003.

In the Sessions Court, the registration of civil cases saw an i ncrease
of 115 per cent, and in the H gh Court the increase was 111 per cent.

He noted that the increase in the nunber of new cases had pronpted the
judiciary to push for the use of the alternative dispute resol uti on (ADR)
system The ADR systemenabl es parties in civil cases to settle their
cases through medi ati on.

Ahrmad Fairuz said they woul d test the systemin the High Court first.

The Chief Justice's Ofice has had success in reduci ng the backl og of
cases, with 65 per cent of all pre-2000 cases disposed of in the | ast
seven nont hs.

In response to the Bar Council's concerns that justice may be sacrificed
at the altar of speed, Ahmad Fairuz said the possibility of this happening
was very slim

"I amconfident that ny judges and | egal officers are not only equi pped
to ensure justice, but they al so have the best protection agai nst
corruption, which is a conscience," he said.

He made these conments at the swearing-in cerenmony of judges at the
Pal ace of Justice, here, today.

Dat uk Abdul Ml ek Ahrmad was sworn in as the Court of Appeal president
and Court of Appeal judge Dat uk Al auddi n Mohd Sheriff was el evated to
Federal Court judge.

Today' s cerenony al so sawthree judicial conm ssioners being confirmed
bef ore Chi ef Judge of the High Court of Malaya Tan Sri Hai dar Mohd Noor.
They are Dat uk Zakaria Sam Syed Ahmad Hel ny Syed Ahrmad and Su Geok Yi am

More judi cial comm ssi oners woul d be appoi nted "soon", Ahnmad Fairuz
sai d.

Mal ek, who spoke briefly to reporters, said that he woul d be focusing on
two main issues: reducing the waiting time for appeals to be heard and
getting appeal judges to give judgnents faster.

He said that he would be going down to the ground to assess the
situation before deciding on further action.

"The post (of Court of Appeal president) has been vacant for a |l ong
time, so|l've got to go and see what's happeni ng," Ml ek sai d.

The post has been vacant for 16 nonths, since the then president, Ahnad
Fai ruz, was appoi nted Chief Justice | ast year.

Mal ek, 60, began his | egal career as a magistrate in Kuala Lunpur in
1966. He was a High Court judge from1985 to 1995 and a Court of Appea
judge from 1995 to 1999

On May 1, 1999, he was nmade a Federal Court judge.

Anong t he i nportant cases he dealt with as Federal Court judge was the
RMLOO mi | Iion defamation suit by former Deputy Prine M nister Datuk Seri
Anwar | brahi magai nst forner Prinme M nister Tun Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad in



1999.
Mal ek was al so on the Federal Court panel which rul ed as unl awful the

60- day detention order by the police against five Opposition | eaders and
activists under the Internal Security Act.

Al auddi n, 58, started his career as a legal officer in 1966. He was nade
a H gh Court judge in 1992, and served i n Kangar and Al or Star. He was
made Court of Appeal judge on April 1, 2001
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