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WHAT | renenber nost of Buenos Aires, apart frombeautiful waitresses and
Mari o Kenpes | ookal i kes, were the boul evards. You'd never see nore
intimdating ones, not even in Paris where the word cane from

One particul ar boul evard near the hotel we were staying was as wi de as a
football field, or soit seemed. You' d put your life at greater risk
crossing the street than if you had spent a night in one of the city's
dark, back alleys

Not that | ventured into any dark alley when | was in the city covering
the visit by forner prime mnister Tun Dr Mahat hir Mohamad sonme years ago.

Since an experience in a New York back alley several years earlier, |
have kept to brightly-lit streets, hallways and hi ghways as nuch as
possi bl e whenever |'min a foreign city.

| have | ong concl uded that not many cities inthis world are as safe as
Kual a Lunmpur. Despite the increaseinthe crinerate of late, especially
i nvol ving snatch thieves who prey on tourists, KL is still relatively
safer than many other cities in the regi on and beyond.

Even so, you'd advise tourists to stay away fromsone junki es-infested
back | anes as nuch for their own safety as for our desire to nake sure
that they | eave with good nenories of our capital.

Tokyo, despite what you' ve read about the Yakuza and the fear of subways
sparked by a blind spiritual guru's abuse of the Sarin, has al ways been a
safe city for ne. The snell of petrol on the streets, however, is
di sconcerting, especially in wnter

Seoul , | thought, was al so clean, safe and pleasant. | felt nore weary
when i n Hong Kong al t hough that coul d have been due to watchi ng t oo many
Chinese triad novies since the time Bruce Lee was al i ve and ki cki ng.

Bandar Seri Begawan is one of the cities |I'd consider safer than safe KL
any time of the day. Asmall capital. | wal ked | eisurely for two hours
during an afternoon and nore or | ess covered the place. The peopl e were
not as friendly as Mal aysi ans or Si ngaporeans but they speak the same
| anguage. The cabbi es were very tal kative; nore often than not they were
fromJohor Baru or Penang, foreign workers in Brunei saving as much noney
as they could for the people back hone.

| couldn't remenber there being any dark, back | ane in the Brune
capital

Back in 1988 when | first visited New York to cover the United Nations
general assenbly, | was well aware of the Big Apple's reputation. The
crime rate then was phenorenal and despite efforts in recent yearstorid
the city of these el enents, New Yorkers continue tolive with the stigm
of their city's notoriety.

| followed the usual advice given to visitors: keep away fromdark
al l eys, skip Harlem don't be provocative. But there was a Mal aysi an
journalist based in New York then who took nme out one evening for a walk,
t hrough smal | roads and back | anes. W had j ust reached the end of an
al l ey when a hul k of a man in bl ack parka and boots energed, demandi ng a
dollar. | have heard stories of nen wi ping your front wi ndscreen at a
Harlemtraffic light for a dollar or a smashed wi ndscreen, but this was
ridicul ous.

My New Yor k-based friend hushed nme up before | thought of doing anything
stupid, fished a note out of his pocket, and we were safely on our way. |
protested and tol d hi mwe coul d take the guy on. Probably, he said, but



what rmade me so sure he was al one?

| was in London for a year where | frequently took the risk of hurrying
t hrough sone back all eys but never after dark. But renenber the incident
where a conely couple - a Ml aysian tycoon and his South African wife -
wer e mugged i n London sone years back? The wife had a m|lion-dollar piece
of jewellery on her, it seemed, which made that probably the biggest
nmuggi ng haul of all tinme.

There were other smaller cities which gave ne the creeps. I n Dakar, for
exanmple, | was accosted virtually all the time, fromthe nonment the
I mmigration officer demanded that | parted with nmy Discman to the tine |
tried to do sone shopping at the stalls.

In Harare, we were told to avoid certain areas, and in Cardi ff, too,
di scovered after three nonths there that there were pubs nore dangerous
t han sone urban sl uns. I n Johannesburg, | did the thing the hotel advised
me to and that was not to take a stroll as if you were in the park because

there was wildlifeinthecity as well. But it was in quiet and serene
Geneva, the first city | visited as ajournalist, that | discovered the
col our of your skin could still get you into trouble.

And Ceneva, according to the Economi st Intelligence Unit recently, is
right upthere inthe top 10 of its list of cities which are the safest
and have the | east corruption, the best infrastructure, and the greatest
heal th anenities, among ot her things.

New York is ranked well ahead of KL. So was Buenos Aires, London
Pretoria, Hong Kong and Pari s.

Johanneshburg, the ElIU says, is only slightly worse than KL, along with
Li ma, | stanbul, Kuwait and Tashkent.

Bandar Seri Begawan was right down there, one of the cities supposedly
the hardest to live in, the nbst corrupt, and very unsafe.

We' ve heard of unreliable USand British intelligence after the invasion
of Irag but the ElIU has got to be kidding with its hardship ratings.
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