11/ 01/ 2004
MNCF: Be a little nore patient

Arnaz M Khai rul

THE cycling fraternity have been told to be patient as the Ml aysi an
Nati onal Cycling Federation (MNCF) inplement in stages i nprovenents
through their restructuring exercise this year.

The first on the agenda, the Respeda Series amateur cycling
chanpi onshi ps, is set totake off in Bukit Serindit, Ml acca today; while
t he second, nati onwi de centres of excellence forrmed in collaborationwth
t he Mal aysi an School s Sports Council (MSSM, shoul d begin by Mrch.

MNCF deputy president Datuk Nai mMohamad said this in response to forner
Ter engganu coach Daud Mohaned' s critici smof MNCF' s devel opnent conmitt ee.

"W have many new projects that are not ripe enough to be announced, but
sonme of them as you will see in the conming nonths, are already being
i mpl enented, " said Naim

The Respeda Series is a six-round cycling chanpi onship run solely for
amat eurs. Organi sed by an MNCF- appoi nted conpany, AT Race Management, it
is aimed at tapping into the wi de base of active cyclists at the
grassroots |evel.

The format of the race is planned to generate nore i nvol venent fromthe
clubs in the country, with clubs having to enter teans with riders from
five different categories up to the 50-years-old and above category.

"Since this project had recei ved enough support and t he response had
been encouraging, it was the first to be i nplenented," said Naim

A four-round King of The Mountain Series, for cyclists into clinbing, is
also on the cards this year after the successful Genting Chall enge -
Tribute to Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad - held | ast year.

Responding to Daud's criticismof the failure of the MNCF devel oprent
conmittee to assign cyclists to coaches, Naimsaid the responsibility is
with the coaching commttee and not the devel opment conmittee.

MNCF had, at their |ast annual general neeting of 2003, al so decided to
open the National Chanpi onships to club teanms i nstead of only State teans
fromthis year, so nore cyclists to conpete.

"Several conmittees were formed | ast year and they will be inpl ementing
their respective programes beginning this year," said Naim

Ter engganu CA presi dent Datuk Ahmad Sidi |smail heads the MNCF
devel opnent committee, while the coaching conmittee is chaired by Negri
Sembi | an CA secretary Yunus | brahim

"I don't blanme Daud for thinking that he has been | eft out but I would
ask himto be just alittle nore patient as we start naking t hese
i mprovenents one at a tine," said Naim
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