22/ 04/ 2004

Agreenment s on education, information technol ogy to enhance co-operation

PUTRAJAYA, Wed. - Mal aysia and Vi etnamtoday signed agreenents to cl ear
the way for better co-operation in education and information comunication
t echnol ogy.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi said bil ateral tal ks
wi th his Vietnamese counter-part Phan Van Khai today covered i ssues on
| abour, trade, investment, agricul ture, biotechnol ogy and security co-
operation to stop trans-border crinme.

Abdul | ah and Phan then wi t nessed three signings at the Prime Mnister's
Department - the Conprehensive Co-operation in the 21st Century agreenent,
a MoU on Co-operation in Education and anot her MoU on Co-operation in
I nf or mati on and Communi cati on Technol ogi es.

The docunents were signed by Vietnamis M nisters of Foreign Affairs,
Educati on and | nformati on Technol ogy at a cl osed-door neeting between
Mal aysi an and Vi et nanese del egati ons of Governnment officials and
busi nessnen.

Earlier, in a private neeting, Abdullah said he assured Phan that he
(Abdul I ah) woul d continue to build on the good ties with Vietnam
establ i shed by hi s predecessor, forner Prinme M nister Tun Dr Mahathir
Mohaned.

At a Press conference |l ater, he said the educati on agreenent woul d
enabl e bot h countries to exchange schol ars and educators while the I CT
agreenment enabl es Mal aysi a t o share nanpower and experience wi th Vi et nam

A Mal aysi an trade and i nvestnent nmission will head for Vietnamin June.

"While we want our investors to expand trade and i nvestment," he said,
"we al so hope the Vietnanese will increase their interest in Ml aysia."

Mal aysia is Vietnami s 12th | argest i nvestor with 144 projects worth
US$1.3 billion (RV. 94 billion) as of |ast Cctober

Both | eaders al so agreed to i ncrease the frequency of Malaysia Airlines
flights to Vietnam- an agreenent Abdul |l ah hoped to sign soon.

They al so di scussed the potential for Petronas to get involved in
Vietnam s oil and gas industry, which Abdul |l ah sai d renmai ned t he best
bi | ateral co-operation

On security, both nations agreed to stop cross-border crines |ike nmoney
| aundering and drug trafficking.

Abdul I ah said for the Fifth Asia-Europe Meeting (Asen) whi ch Hanoi woul d
host in Cctober, Malaysia will ensure that all Asian countries have the
same stand on issues.

Asem conprises 10 Asi an and 15 European nati ons.

Asked if overlapping clains to the Spratly Islands were di scussed,
Abdul I ah said: "No, not at all."

Phan's visit reciprocates Abdull ah's January visit to Vi etnam

Earlier, Phan was given an official wel cone by Abdul | ah.
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