02/ 07/ 2004
Here and out there

By Nurshaf enat h Shaharuddin
M SSED out on the news? Never fear, here are sone of the events that
happened i n Mal aysi a and around the world fromJune 23 to 29.

MALAYSI A

Move the cybercafes

CONCERNED over the rising nunmber of school children found whiling away
t he hours at the numerous cyber cafes, often unproductively, Education
M ni st er Dat uk H shammuddi n Hussei n has proposed a sol ution - relocating
cybercafes as far away fromschool s as possi bl e.

In his opinion, their proximty to schools is what nakes themso
appeal i ng to youngsters. The statenent cane about when he conduct ed yet
anot her spot check acconpani ed by officers and the nedi a, and di scovered a
cybercafe packed with students, oblivious to anything but the content on
their screens

He wi | | discuss with the Housi ng and Local Government M nistry howto
put his idea into effect.

HI V/ Al DS statistics shocker

HERE' S sonething that will alter your preconceptions - nore housew ves
and children are diagnosed with H 'V or devel op Al DS than sex workers in
Mal aysi a. How many nore? Chew on these figures: from1986 to 2003, 1,120
housewi ves and 467 chil dren under 12 were di agnosed as Hl V-positive
conpared with only 347 sex workers. During the same period, 217 housew ves
and 134 children under 12 devel oped Al DS. Sex workers? Only 43.

The statistics rel eased by the Mal aysi an Al DS Council inply a review of
t he current awareness canpai gn i s needed. The current canpai gns are said
to be too narrow, according to council president Datin Paduka Mari na
Mahat hi r, and targets only drug addi cts and sex workers, when the public
at large should be nmade aware that there is a |link between these two
groups and the public. For exanple, a H V-positive husband (whether he's
an addict or a frequent brothel-goer) can infect his spouse, who may
subsequently i nfect their baby.

On a nore positive note, the nunber of cases of HV and Al DS has
dropped, but although there is a general decline, the cases involving
worren have i ncreased.

Where art thou, NS dodgers?

QUT of the 8,559 who shirked National Service and had their nanes
published in the papers weeks ago, only 1,929 cane forward to regi ster for
the speci al training programme. The renainder will soon find sunmonses
awaiting them If they ignore that too, thenit's arrest warrants. The
Gover nnment neans busi ness. For those who did register, the mai n excuse
gi ven for shirking was i gnorance that their names had been |isted for NS.
About 200 have either applied for defernent or exenption.

On the next NS programme, it has been deci ded that the character-
bui I di ng, nation-building and physical nodul es will be conducted
si mul t aneousl y, thereby excising the need for the trainees to transfer
| ocations hal fway through their programe.

O her regul ati ons: The number of trainees at canps isto belimtedto
400, and whil e gender segregation will not be inplenented, these will be
clearer rules on the interacti on between nal e and fenal e trai nees.

Handphones wi || be under the saf ekeepi ng of canp commandants (sel ected
fromarny officers) and are only to be used duri ng weekends and
energencies. Families can visit only twice a nonth and the nmenu will be



expanded to acconmpdat e veget ari ans and those with special diet
requirenents.

Haze to stay

GET your face masks ready for it looks |ike the current haze is set to
| ast for about another nonth. It is caused mainly by uncontrolled open
burning in Sumatra whereby snoke particles are getting blown to our
shores. Poor enforcenent by I ndonesia may result inthe haze situation
lasting for sone tine. Indonesia' s Environnment M nister has given an
assurance that every effort is being made to conbat the cause of these
fires (illegal slash-and-burn I and clearing), but the | ag between
regul ati ons and | aw enf or cenent cannot be hel ped, apparently. Despite
prom ses to prosecute plantation conpanies, little action has been taken
Let's just hope it won't get as bad as 1997's occurrence.

UNI TED STATES

It pays to keep cool

A STUDY of 4,000 young adults have shown that not flying off the handle
does have a long-termbenefit: those who kept a cool head under stress are
| ess likely to devel op hi gh bl ood pressure when m ddl e aged.

The study started in 1985 and initially it was to study the history of
cardi ovascul ar di seases. It found that those who had | arge bl ood pressure
responses to stress had a greater risk of devel opi ng bl ood pressure. And
the risk i s i ndependent of other known risk factors such as race, gender
education, age and body nass i ndex. It confirns previous studi es done on
the rel ati onshi p bet ween bl ood pressure and stress to the future
devel opnent of hypertension.

So keep your cool

Britney | ost about |ove?

IT'S hard not to comment on how once-rei gni ng pop princess Britney
Spears seens to have got it all backwards. First, she got married. Then
it didn't happen. Then, she had an affair. And now, she's getting engaged.

Even if he already has a child with an actress (with the second on the
way), Kevin Federline is Britney's |atest beau. A 26-year-old dancer in
her concert tour, it is unknown if the couple has i mediate plans to
marry. At the nonment, Spears is recuperating froma knee surgery which
wi Il keep her out of action for the next four nonths.

PORTUGAL

The earth noved, says Becks

DAVI D Beckham s expl anati on as to why he m ssed the spot kick in the
penal ty shoot out agai nst Portugal at Euro 2004: sonet hi ng dodgy about the
ground. After missing his shot by a wide mle, he gestured to the referee
and | ater insisted that there was something wong with the turf. (In case
you' re not keeping up, it was the match that saw Engl and's exit.)

UEFA has ignored his conplaints, saying that the Portuguese pl ayer Rui
Costa al so m ssed, but did not | odge a conpl aint.

But Beckham s ex-Manchester United teammte Ruud Van Ni stel rooy al so
agreed that there was sonmet hing not quite right with the turf, saying that
there was sone | oose grass at the spot. But he didn't flub his spot Kkick

( END)
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