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Al out to serve

Sof i anni Subki; Faridul Anwar Farinordin

VHAT' S it like to be on the go al nost non-stop during this canpaigni ng
peri od? It's puni shing, hazardous and gratifying, as SOFl ANNI SUBKI and
FARI DUL ANVWAR FARI NORDI N find out fromthree politicians.

THESE days, Seputeh MCA bureau chief Chin Yen Foo's diary reads |ike
that of a celebrity on a prono tour. There's a visit to Pearl Point
Shoppi ng Centre, Jalan Kl ang Lana at 1pm foll owed by a neeting with a
religious society at a tenple at 5pm By 7.30pm he is expected to neet
fol ks at a pasar mal amin Taman Sungei Besi. The | ast itemon his schedul e
is at 10pm- at mamak stalls Anand's Corner and Kevan's Corner.

He has nore places to go the follow ng day and the day after, right
until polling day on March 21. Under standabl y, bei ng t he nom nat ed Bari san
Nasi onal candi date for Seputeh (P122) parlianmentary seat, Chin wants to
ensure that he nmeets his constituents face-to-face.

"My schedule is from7amto m dnight, non-stop. | neet people in
shopping mal |'s, tenples, food stalls and narkets. W' re tal ki ng about area
to area, house to house, pasar nal am pasar pagi and NGOs. W' re targeting
grassroot |level with a personal touch," said the 44-year-old MCA Youth
Seput eh deputy chief who's contesting for the first tine.

"As a newface in the general election, | understand that | have a huge
task ahead and I amthankful for the support. Wiat's inportant is for ne
to carry out ny duties sincerely and | aimat establishing a strong
rapport with the people in Seputeh.

"My objective is to be a leader with the Mesra Rakyat quality. My
canpai gn slogan is quite straightforward: All Qut to Serve You."

While carrying out his duties, Chin says, he doesn't like to stop - even
to have a proper neal

"I prefer to just grab a sandwich and eat it on the nmove. | don't
normal |y take breakfast, but my wife prepares ginseng tea which | have
been taking for the | ast two weeks to boost my energy and hel p ne stay
fresh."

Chi n sai d canpai gn nmeetings with party menbers are held tw ce a day, one
inthe norning and one at night "to nake sure that we are i nforned of the
day-t o-day devel opnents and to address nmatters.

"My handphone never stops ringing because there will always be updates
fromthe bilik gerakan to i nformabout situations that require urgent
attention, but | try not to have too many neetings as |I'd rat her be on the
road with the people.”

Wth the canpai gn gradual |y i ntensifying as polling day draws cl oser,
Chi n says he only goes to bed between 2amand 3amevery ni ght.

"Inthe last fewnights, | only sleep for three or four hours. Every
norni ng | wake up at 6.30amno nmatter what tinme | had corme hone t he ni ght
before. | fall asleep quite easily. Nothing keeps ne awake at night
because | know | have a lot to do the follow ng day."

Chin hol ds a Masters degree i n Busi ness Adm nistration fromthe
Uni versity of Surrey, Britain. Also a director of a conpany, the | T-savvy
father of two joined MCA in 1998 and hel ped set up conputers for the party
during the | ast general election.

"Peopl e know ne as a cal mperson. | guess it's an in-born quality.
bel i eve the reason why | still | ook young even though | amin ny 40s is
because | like to smle alot,” he says with a | augh

For Kel ant an-born Dat uk Dusuki Ahnad, 60, forner political secretary to



former Prinme Mnister, Tun Dr Mahat hir Mohamad, and MP for Tunpat, the
canpai gni ng periodis the time where candi dat es face extrene physi cal and
nment al chal | enges.

A conmittee nenber of Umo Tunpat under the Wakaf Baru State
Constituency and head of the Kubang Batang Umo branch, he began his
career in politics inthe |ate 1960s after returning fromcCairo' s Al -Azhar
University in 1966. Consequently, he contested in the 1969 general
el ection but |lost to Pas.

"At that tinme, people especially inthe rural areas, still |acked basic
anenities such as water and el ectricity. Since we had to use dirt roads,
reaching out to the folks in even one kanmpung took a lot of time. Then, we
spent the whole day with them - ate and prayed together and sl ept there.
W only returned hone the foll ow ng day."

Dusuki, who won the Tunpat parliamentary seat in 1982 and was nmade
parlianmentary secretary to the Land and Regi onal Devel opment Mnistry in
1984 (two years | ater, he was nade I nforrmati on M nistry's parlianmentary
secretary), explained the only effective canpai gn net hod back t hen was
t hrough direct interaction.

"Many of the kanmpung fol ks hadn't seen TV or radi o and nost of themwere
illiterate, so we could only conduct our canpai gns fromkanpung to
kampung. | al so wote an ei ght-page panphl et called Pel opor in Jawi on
Umo so that the people had a better idea of the party.

This, he says, was inportant because Pas was using religion as a
pl atformto condem t he Gover nnent, notably by calling Umo nmenbers kafir
(infidels) and the Governnent taghut (contrary to Islam.

"As aresult, our visits to the kanpungs were not al ways well received.
There were tinmes when only 10 peopl e attended our ceramah. The nost
unf orgettabl e experience for ne was when we found newy felled tinber
scattered on the road to obstruct our journey."

He al so recal | ed a nmal evol ent incident that happened to anot her party
nmenber during his ceranmah in one of the kanmpungs.

"During his speech, grasshoppers that were containedinajar filled
with faeces were rel eased through snmal |l openi ngs of the rai sed wooden
floor," he saidin an interviewat his home in Petaling Jaya.

However, despite the ill-treatnment, Dusuki said none of the party
menbers were di sheartened.

"We had faith in the party and not hi ng coul d danpen our spirits. Even
when only 10 peopl e attended our ceramah, we were thankful. My best
noment s during canpai gni ng was when peopl e actually listened to what we
said and showed interest in our party. That's what really matters."

He said one of the strongest canpaigners was Tan Sri Hussei n Ahmad
(former Umo information chief and Tanah Merah Umo branch head) who
carried out his duties in an old Fiat "but he was al ways happy".

* The witer can be contacted at faridul anwar @stp. com ny
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