17/ 03/ 2004
Grls' wishlist for "life full of respect'

Suryani Dalip

FOUR t eenagers presented a decl aration of Mal aysi an young wonen's w sh
list to the Inspector-General of Police Datuk Seri Mhd Bakri Omar during
"AGrl's Day Qut" event recently.

Charlotte Ann Patrick, 18, Wng Sen Yi, 14, Nur |lzzati Zafirah, 17, and
Siti Ai shah Mohd Shahrin Merican, 14, took turns to read out the
decl arati on whi ch contai ned the requests before handing it over to Mhd
Bakri .

The wi sh list included requests for the police to ensure the safety of
young wonen i n public places by increasing patrols, intervening in cases
of domestic violence and protecting the welfare of femal e prisoners.

The decl arati on was put together after discussions with young wonen in
the country through the collective efforts of vari ous non-gover nnent al
organi sati ons, nanmely Wonen's Aid Organi sation (WAO), Al Wnen's Action
Soci ety Mal aysia (AWAM, Amesty International, Sistersinlslam(SIS) and
Mal aysi an Al DS Council (MAC).

Joi ni ng these organi sati ons were the producers of the tel evision series
3R (Respect, Relax, Respond) and its hosts - Azah Yasmi n Yusoff, Low Ngai
Yuen, Kartini Kamalul Arifin and forner host Rafidah Abdul | ah.

The two-day "A Grl's Day Qut" event took place at Md Val |l ey Meganal | .
Wth the theme "It Begins with Respect", the event was | aunched by 3R
executive producer Datin Paduka Marina Mahathir.

In her speech, Marina sai d wonen shoul d be proactive and start | earning
ways to stop the viol ence agai nst them

"Lately, cases of violence agai nst women were on the rise. Wnmen shoul d
know what to do to stop and avoi d frombei ng abused, " she sai d.

"One way is to get in touch with the various non-governnent al
organi sations related to wonen to gat her as much i nformati on as possible
on the issues of violence and sel f-defence."

The climax of a nmonth-1ong series of events, "A Grl's Day Qut" was
organi sed i n conjunction w th the I nternational Whnren' s Day cel ebrati on.

The two days were packed with activities like "U ban Protection Tactics
with 3R', performances by artistes, a denonstration of nuay Thai and
exhi bition booths set up by the NGO and sponsors i ncl udi ng Kot ex,
Lactacyd, Maggi and Nestle.

The event was ai ned at enpowering wonen and rai si ng awar eness on wonen's
i ssues besi des sendi ng a strong nessage that a safe envi ronnent "begins
wi th having self-respect and respect for others".
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