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Bar Council shoul d know better

By Kalinmullah Hassan

YANG Pei Keng was upset that the Subang Jaya Muni ci pal Council (MPSJ)

i ssued a gui del i ne aski ng those applying for dog |icences to get the prior
consent of their neighbours.

It does seempretty odd that the MPSJ did not think this through before
i ssuing the guidelines. But in any event, the MPSJ eventual |y did not
i mpl ement t hese gui delines, ostensibly after adverse comments fromthe
public.

Yang i s correct when he questions why the MPSJ shoul d di scrimnate
agai nst those who have dogs.

To sone of us, the neighbour's dog may be a wel cone presence, for a
war ni ng bark at night may alert us and keep the i ntruders away.

However, the dog may sonetinmes not be man's best friend, especially if
t he cani ne' s i ncessant barki ng keeps us awake at ni ght.

But on the rare occasion, when the hound is allowed to roamat will and
snaps at the heels of all and sundry, there are avenues to conpl ain and we
can expect the authorities to take action

So, there is no issue here. Yang Pei Keng is not wong at all when he
speaks of his rights and the MPSJ erred to even think about those
gui del i nes

But then Yang writes to the Bar Council's Infoline May/June 2004 i ssue
and uses the anal ogy of nosques being built in predoninantly non- Mislim
communi ti es and says that "whil e one recogni ses that any conmunity's ri ght
to performits religious obligation by way of using a | oudspeaker, to
sone, it is noise pollution created to the annoyance of those residing in
t he nei ghbour hood. "

"Fol | owi ng the argunment of the |l ocal authority, prior consent ought to
have been obtained fromthe | ocal residents before pernmitting any
devel oper to put up any nosque in their nei ghbourhood. However, this has
never been an issue so far, sinply because the non-Mislimconmunity
recogni ses the Musli mcommunity's right to freedomof religion."

It was not a very clever analogy, to put it politely. Yang coul d have
put his point across in so many ot her ways w t hout hurting anybody's
feelings. As alawyer, Yang could certainly have found ot her parallels but
i nst ead chose sonet hi ng that he shoul d have known coul d be m sread and
create controversy.

Over the years, Ml aysians of all races and religions have learnt to
live quite confortably wi th each other. They have nmastered the skill of
not hurting one another's feelings on subjects such as race and religion
and that is why, conpared to other countries in the world which have the
kind of religious and racial m x we have, Ml aysi a has probably t he best
record for harmonious inter-ethnic, inter-religious relations.

Mal aysia i s not perfect, certainly, but it is closer to perfection than
any other country | know.

Once, a few years ago, one opposition Menber of Parlianment harangued the
Governnent, asking it to enulate India, the world's npst popul ous
denocracy, by being nore open in debate on such sensitive i ssues.

When t he Gover nment MP asked whet her the Qpposition was willing to risk
havi ng the kind of religious and ethnic bloodletting India goes through
periodically, where Harijan fam |lies are wi ped out, where Harijan wonen
are raped in front of whole villages, where Muslins and Hi ndus get into
acts of barbarity and killings, there was no answer.



It's the same in Ireland, Rnvanda, in Hitler's Germany, in the United
States and Britain where there are periodical hate crines targeting
Musl i ms, Asians, Jews and Bl acks. Who can forget the anti-Asian, anti-

Chi nese hate wave in Australia in the Pauline Hanson days not so | ong ago.

In Mal aysia, despite the diversity, we have survived as a people, as a
nation and done well.

After 47 years of | ndependence, we have to be thankful that we have done
the right thing.

As nuch as the Government has done a | ot to perpetuate harnony, w thout
t he Mal aysi an peopl e bei ng sensitive, tol erant, peace | ovi ng and noder at e,
the country coul d never have achi eved what it has achi eved.

What Yang Pei Keng sai d nade sonme people angry, judging by their
conments and reactions agai nst the Bar Council for allowing the letter to
be published in that formand using that anal ogy.

Bar Council chairman Kut hubul Zaman Bukhari's response was that he was
surprised "that an article witten by one nember of the Bar and published
ininfoline (a publication of the Bar) has attracted sone excitenent in
certain quarters".

Haj i Kut hubul Zaman Zaman Bukhari is surprised? Wiy shoul d he be
surprised. ?

The Bar Council chairman must first realise that the | etter has not
attracted "excitenent". It has attracted anger. Maybe then he will not be
surpri sed.

Khut ubul Zaman has al so said that the witer was expressing his personal
opinion and did not reflect the council's views. Fine, accepted.

We all know that unlike Yang Pei Keng, the najority of Ml aysi ans, of
all races and religions, woul d never have put such views in witing on a
pl atformaccessi bl e to the public.

Does not the Bar Council have a responsibility to Mal aysia to ensure
that such anal ogy as used by Yang does not get an airing, especially in
its own publication?

If the council had only been alittle nore careful, then this issue
woul d not have erupted.

Ther ef ore, Kuthubul Zaman shoul d not act surprised when peopl e get
angry.

There will be those who will say that religion and race shoul d be
debat ed openly and freely. How many of us will agree?

We have seen so many | essons around us all over the world and i n our own
country in May 1969 and at Kampung Medan just a few years ago.

Mal aysia is |ucky that we have nore people |ike Tunku Abdul Rahman
Putra, Tan Sri Tan Chee Khoon, Mahat hir Mohanad, Lee Lam Thye, Abdul | ah
Ahmad Badawi and the ordinary nortals |ike the friends we have of all
races and religions who do not think |ike these so-called |iberals.

There is racial and religious banter but we only indulge init with
people we are fam liar with. Are we not careful when in unfamliar
surroundi ngs with unfam |iar people? And then when it is airedin a forum
that the public has access to, M Kut hubul Zaman, the Bar Council chairman
says he is surprised at the reaction.

Where would it end, if, inatit-for-tat reaction, those angered by such
comrents start tal ki ng about ot her et hnic groups and rel i gi ous cerenoni es
and rituals that cause traffic janms, noise pollution, air pollution etc,
etc, etc.

Race and religion are not subjects that the najority of people can have
a no-hol ds-barred rational discussion on. Maybe in an ideal world it would
be possi bl e.

But the sad truth, M Yang and M Kut hubul Zaman, is that we do not |ive
in an ideal world.



Legendary tycoon

ON Tuesday ni ght, bul ge bracket investnment bank UBS and the New Straits
Ti mes organi sed a di nner where | eadi ng | ndonesi an presi denti al candi date
Susi | o Banbang Yudhoyono was the guest - of - honour

Despite the short notice, the majority of Malaysia' s top CEGs, anal ysts
and acadeni cs shuffl ed programes and cane for the tal k by Susil o.

Al nost all the top big-cap Mal aysi an conpani es were represented, as was
UBS' own top Asi a nanagers who were in town for a investor conference.

But in the crowd, one small-sized man, politely bow ng, shaking hands,
speaking alternately in i muacul ate and el oquent English and Bahasa
Mal aysia, was quietly noticed by guests.

Robert Kuok, 81, one of the world's richest nen, sat unobtrusively,
payi ng rapt attention, shaking a fam |iar hand, greeting a famliar face,
all the while displaying an amazi ng menory for names and f aces.

As | observed him it brought to nmind an article | had read a long tine
ago about witer and BBC broadcast journalist Alistair Cooke, renowned for
his "Letter fromAnerica" series.

| do not renenber the exact details but if ny menory serves ne right,
anot her journalist covering a maj or news-breaking event in outcast Cuba's
capital city, Havana, wote the article.

The world's top journalists had gathered there, each trying to get that
pi ece of information that woul d gi ve themthe edge.

They all knew that Cooke was in town because they listened to his
broadcasts and they knew he was i n the sanme hotel, but none had seen him
Yet, there were his authoritative reports that they had tolistento

find out what they had m ssed

One eveni ng, Cooke wal ked into the bar and there were hushed whi spers
all around until he smled and said: "Can | buy you a drink?"

Al nost everyone rushed to shake his hand and buy hi mthat drink because
inthe eyes of even the nbpst seasoned and nost wel|-known journali st
present that night, Cooke was a | egend anong | egends.

And that was how it was with Robert Kuok.

O all the top CEGCs, tycoons and powerful people in that roomon that
ni ght, the unassum ng, smling Robert Kuok was the Alistair Cooke of the
ni ght.

Per haps, one of the best tributes to Robert Kuok's character was an
article in Time magazi ne, outlining the reasons for this Ml aysian's
success.

Time wote: "Asia' s Governnents have | ong nenories, and Kuok figures in
a |l ot of good ones."

I ndeed, besides being a good friend of China and Hong Kong where he
mai nly resi des, Robert Kuok has been a great friend to his country,

Mal aysi a, and to nmany other countries in the region.

Maybe one day, his story will be told.

( END)
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