21/ 07/ 2004
Chi nese dai l i es di scuss recent Umo devel opnents

By Ranl an Sai d; Li m Chee Wi

THE editorials in major Chinese dailies yesterday zeroed i n on recent
devel opnents i n Umo which signalled the arrival of the Datuk Seri
Abdul | ah Ahrmmad Badaw er a.

Sin Chew Daily said the support givento the Prinme Mnister were cl ear
i ndi cati ons that the Abdullah era in Umo had begun.

Umo' s divi sional elections have al so brought changes, w th new and
young faces in the | eadership that could attract nore mddl e class peopl e,
the daily opined.

Umo was facing a new formof society that necessitated the party to
reviewits approach, said the daily, but the bigger issue was the need for
strategi es to accommpdate a rapi dly evol ving and nodern soci ety exposed to
i nformation technol ogy.

"Besi des the need to have an efficient Governnent, Umo, under
Abdul | ah' s | eader shi p, nust al so subscri be to an approach t hat enphasi ses
on efficiency, systenmatic organi sati on and noderni sation - qualities
aspired by the new nmiddle class."

The editorial in Nanyang Si ang Pau comrent ed on Abdul | ah' s victory.

It also touched on the party's quota systemon nom nations, saying
although it was justified to ensure stability, the systemcoul d be refined
to further enhance denocracy in Umo.

Nanyang al so attributed the snooth | eadership transitionin Umo to the
vi si onary approach by former Prinme M nister Tun Dr Mahat hir Mohamad. By
delaying the party elections until after the 2004 general el ection, Dr
Mahat hi r had gi ven Abdul | ah anple tine to consolidate his position and
unite menbers.

El sewhere, the dailies gave prom nence to the brutal murder of MCA Youth
| eader Mah An An. In afront page story in Oriental Daily News yesterday,
MCA announced its resolve to conmbat rising crine with the setting up an
anti-crine action conm ttee headed by Deputy Hone Affairs M nister Datuk
Tan Chai Ho. Party president Datuk Seri Ong Ka Ti ng was quoted as urging
t he Governnment to continue the anti-crime canpaign.

A comrent in Sin Chew expressed hope that Mah's sensel ess deat h woul d
instill greater awareness anong the public on the need to fight crine.
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