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Failure to find WWDin Iraq: Malaysiaright in opposing war, says Dr M

Sheri dan Mahavera; N k Inran; Anis |brahim

KUALA LUMPUR, Sun. - Ml aysia today gave a collective "I told you so" to
the United States followi ng the revel ati on by chi ef US weapons hunter
David Kay that Irag did not have a | arge-scal e progranme to produce
cheni cal and bi ol ogi cal weapons.

Former Prime M nister Tun Dr Mahat hir Mohamad, one of the nmpbst vocal
opponents to the invasion of Iraq, said the failure of US weapons
i nspectors to find the weapons proved Ml aysi a was ri ght in opposing the
war .

"W have al ways said so, fromthe start, that there are no weapons of
mass destruction,"” he said at the Langkawi |nternational Airport before
| eaving for Kuala Lunpur.

"You cannot hi de weapons of nmass destruction."

The exi stence of Iraqi weapons of nass destruction was the key rational e
behi nd the US decision to invade Iraqg in March but in his annual State of
t he Uni on address on Tuesday, US President George W Bush maintai ned t hat
former lraqi President SaddamHussei n had actively pursued dangerous
weapons programes right up to the start of the invasion.

Asked i f this proved that Mal aysia was right in opposing the war, Dr
Mahat hir said: "Think and you will see..."

At the height of the war | ast March, he said clainms that |Irag was
dangerous and a threat to the world with its weapons of nass destruction
was "totally illogical" and coul d not be accepted as the reason for the
US-| ed invasi on.

Institute of Strategic and I nternational Studies chief executive officer
and chairman Tan Sri Dr Noordi n Sopi ee sai d the i ssue now was why Saddam
did not deny the existence of the WWD nore vehenently.

"I see two reasons: first, he wanted to scare foreign powers into
t hi nki ng that he di d have weapons to prevent attacks on Iraq and second,
to make the lraqgis fear himfurther," he said.

"He had used cheni cal warfare before and wanted to i npose further power.
This is the nother of all bluffs.”

However, he does not think that Kay's revel ati on woul d affect Bush's
i nfluence over Americans.

"Ameri cans have short nenories. Right fromthe start, they thought there
was a connection between Al - Qaeda and Saddam when this was never proven,"
he said. "I doubt there will be nmuch change."

He said there was a hi gh probability Bush woul d get away with it and be
re-elected inthe US presidential elections in Novenber.

Mal aysi an Strategi c Research Centre executive director Abdul Razak
Bagi nda said the revel ation confirned there was no basis for the attack
"Now there is proof that the US had no justification for their attack," he
sai d.

"I't would be different if the USwent to war and | ater admitted that
they only wanted to get rid of Saddamand renove his threat fromthe
M ddl e East.

"I't is good Anerica has cone out with the adnmission as this will end the
guessi ng gane on whet her there were destructive weapons in Iraqg."

I nternational Movenent for a Just Wirld (JUST) president Dr Chandra
Mizaffar said it was i nportant that soneone who worked closely with the
Cl A nade the revel ation.

"The argunment for WWD was just a snokescreen to justify the invasion.



The main objective was to secure a new source of oil."

He al so did not think that there woul d be significant changes in the
Aneri can | eader ship.

"The di scovery of lies and untruths does not, unfortunately, figure very
highly with the Anerican public," he said.

“For Anericans, deaths of their soldiers, not Iraqis, are nore
pressing. "
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