16/ 06/ 2004

Ensuring a | evel playing field

KUALA LUMPUR, Tues. - Umo's top two | eaders are going all out to ensure
that thereis alevel playing field for the party el ections in Septenber.
The two Umo divi sions headed by acting president Datuk Seri Abdul | ah

Ahmad Badawi and hi s deputy, Datuk Seri Najib Razak, will not nom nate
anyone to contest the three vice-president positions and 25 el ected slots
to the suprene council.

Naj i b, when asked about this today, agreed that nom nations by the two
di visions coul d influence del egates. Certain | eaders nay al so be of f ended
by t he nom nati ons whi ch can be m sconstrued as endor senent, he added.

Nevert hel ess, no final decision has been nmade on the matter by his
di vi si on.

"We have not decided yet. There are views (for both divisions) to be
neutral but | have al so yet to discuss this with the acting party
president," he said after | aunching the Al ong Bijak tel evision programre.

Abdul | ah heads the Kepal a Batas di vision in Penang while Najib | eads the
Pekan di vi si on i n Pahang.

Di vi sional nmeetings will take place between July 8 and July 22.

The Kepal a Batas di vision neeting will be held on July 17 while the date
for the division neeting in Pekan has not been deci ded.

Al'l divisions are free to nom nate anyone for the positions being
contested but the suprene council recently proposed that no contest be
hel d for the post of president and deputy president.

In the past, Umo del egat es gave undue wei ght age to nom nati ons
forwarded by the divisions headed by the Umo president and deputy
president. They have interpreted the choice of the division as an
endorsenent by the top | eadership.

Four years ago, when the Kubang Pasu di vi si on nom nated three nanes for
the vice-president positions, it was i medi ately taken by the grassroots
as a signal that the then Prinme M nister Tun Dr Mahat hir Mohamad want ed
party del egates to support the trio.

Thi s was seen as putting the other six candi dates for the vice-president
positions at a di sadvantage. In 1993 and 1996, the Kubang Pasu di vi si on
want ed to be seen as neutral and di d not nom nate anyone. But in 2000, the
suprene council directed all divisionto sendintheir Iist of
nom nat i ons.

Umo will elect its newleadership during its general assenbly from Sept
22 to 24. The party | eadership wants to nake this el ection a cl ean and
fair one

Party menbers have been told to cease all social or study tours at hone
and abroad. They are also not allowed to distribute cards and letters or
to solicit funds or sponsor any party activities.

The Umo code of ethics on canpaigning is ained at ensuring that there
is no money politics, abuse of power, use of high-handed tactics or force
and any formof gratification.

Candi dat es and their agents cannot use the media to pronote thensel ves
or run down ot her candi dates.

The nove by the Kepal a Batas and Pekan di visions to stay silent on
nomi nati ons i s another nove to keep the polls clean and fair.
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