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UM boasts host of inportant figures

EVERY nation has its intellectual figures: |Imuanuel Kant, Friedrich Hegel
and Martin Hei degger fromGermany; WIIliamJanes, Noam Chonsky and Thomas
Kuhn fromthe US; Andre Malraux, Jean-Paul Sartre and Sinone de Beauvoir
from France.

These intell ectual giants are often related to one anot her by havi ng
taught or being taught at the sane academi c institution.

Chomsky and Kuhn are professors at the Phil osophy and Li nguistics
Departnent at Massachusetts Institute of Technol ogy while Sartre and de
Beauvoir were cl assmates at L' ecol e Nornal e Superi eure, Paris.

Every nation has one or nmore institutions that serve as the neeting
pl ace for intellectuals, who then becone a vital force in the devel opnent
of that nation.

In Mal aysia that centre is Universiti Ml aya (UM.

The current and previous prine mnisters are alumi.

Tun Dr Mahat hi r Mohamad was a nedi cal student at the King Edward VI |
Col | ege of Medicine from1948 to 1952, while Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahnad
Badawi is a graduate of UM He majored in Islanm c Studies.

Anong ot her | eaders educated at UMare Tun Dr Handan Shei kh Tahir, Tan
Sri Datuk Musa Hi tam Datuk K. Pat hmanaban, Tan Sri Tan Chee Khoon and
di plomat Tan Sri Razali Ismail.

UMhas intellectuals fromevery departnent in every faculty. The late
Dat uk Dr Ungku Omar Ungku Ahnad, the nmedi cal researcher and director of
the Institute of Medi cal Research, received his MBBS fromUM

Dr Ungku Orar, who died less than a nonth after his 38th birthday, is
known for his contributions to inproving the health of rural folKks.

O her nedi cal students include Tan Sri Dr Salma Ismail, the first Ml ay
femal e doctor, and Tun Dr Siti Hasmah, wife of Dr Mahathir In Mathemati cs,
UM has Prof essor Datuk Dr Tan WAng Seng, who received his first degree at
t he Si ngapore branch.

Tan Sri Dr Augustine Ong Soon Hock, the palmoil scientist with strings
of scientific patents attached to his nane, is another alumi fromthe
sci ence faculty.

Pr of essor Dat uk Ahmad Nawawi , a driving force in the Science Faculty, is
a world figure in mycol ogi cal research.

Prof essor Datuk Dr Zuraina Majid is an archaeol ogi st-cum ant hr opol ogi st.
Her di scovery of the Perak Man at Lenggong Val | ey nade headl i nes around
t he gl obe.

One al ways t hinks of Professor Dr Ungku Azi z when one thinks of the UM
of the late 1960s to the | ate 1980s.

He was the Vice-Chancell or during those two decades, havi ng taught at
t he Econom cs Department before that.

He hol ds the distinction of being Mal aysia's only Royal Professor.

What can one say about UM s intellectuals inthe arts, humanities and
soci al sciences?

UM can boast a National Literary laureate anong its ex-students:

Prof essor Dr Muhanmad Sal | eh, whil e anot her renowned aut hor is Khalidah
Adi bah Ami n.

Aut hor Dr WAng Gungwu was a faculty nenber of the Hi story Departnent.

Dat uk Zaki ah Hanumi s anot her noted hi storian that UM has produced.

Prof esor Dat uk Dr Mohamrad Tai b Gsnman, eni nent schol ar of Malay culture
and literature, has been with UMfor a large part of his life.



The late Tan Sri Dr Abdul | ah Sanusi Ahmad, the founder of the Civil
Service Institute (I NTAN), and Man Power and Pl anning Unit (MAMPU), was a
UM Vi ce- Chancel | or from 1996 to 2000.

Anot her head of an institution is Professor Dr Kanal Hassan, now rector
of the International Islamc University, who graduated fromUMwi th First
C ass Honors.

The regi on' s nost cel ebrated I sl am ¢ schol ar, Professor Syed Muhammad
Naqui b al - Attas, was a professor and dean of Arts and Soci al Science
faculty at UM

When the Raffles and King Edward VII coll eges were nerged in 1949 after
World Var 11, the founding fathers wi shed the resulting university would
play a major role in building the new nation.

Wth the list of intellectual figures this centenarian institution has
produced, one can conclude that their hope was fulfilled.

For details, log on to:ww. um edu.ny
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