24/ 03/ 2004
Forum pi n-poi nts the chal | enges faci ng BN Gover nment

Ani za Dami s

KUALA LUMPUR, Tues. - Now that the el ections are over, it's time to get to
work, said Tan Sri Miusa H tamand two ot her panelists at a post-election
forumtoday.

Havi ng been given the people's nmandate to rule for another five years,
the focus shoul d nove fromcelebration to pin-pointing the challenges that
face the Barisan Nasional governnent.

Anong the i ssues raised at the Institute for Strategi ¢ and I nternati ona
Studies' (1SIS) National Affairs Forumon "Ml aysia's 11th Genera
El ection: What happened? So what?" at the | SI S headquarters, here, were
t hat of transparency and good gover nance, reduci ng t he budget deficit and
repairing foreign rel ations.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Abdul |l ah Ahnad Badawi 's 10- poi nt agenda, which
i ncl ude fighting corruption and ensuri ng good gover nance, nmust be gi ven
serious attention early enough if the BNwants to retain the people's
faith.

Misa said the Prime Mnister's vision of a change in governnent and
adm ni strative culture woul d go down well withthe nmultiracial niddle
cl ass, who were highly educated, fiercely i ndependent, yet highly
demandi ng.

"The m ddl e cl ass demands good governance. It wants to progress forward,
not backwards. And it wants a | eadership that will not insult their
intelligence," Misa said.

They are apolitical who preferred to sit back and observe, and i npose
their will when the need arose. It was this category of mddle class
voters that rejected the Bari san Nasional in the 1999 el ecti ons.

Many of themwere di senchanted and becane "refugees", supported the
opposi tion because of what they perceived BNto be. But they canme back in
Sunday' s el ecti ons.

Misa added that the "Pak Lah factor", his style and "sajian”
(presentation) that had been beautifully crafted - his considerate and
gentle diplonmatic ways - went down well with everyone, including the youth
and Puteri.

Abdul I ah" s style was al so in contrast to the approach that had been
adopt ed by hi s predecessor Tun Dr Mahat hir Moharmad. The chal | enge nowi s
to deliver on the prom ses and nanage on t he huge success.

"Ot herwi se, the people will becone cynical and react at the next genera
el ection. Then, the BN won't get a strong nandate,” said Human Ri ghts
Comm ssi on of Mal aysi a (Suhakam) conmi ssi oner Tan Sri Ranon Navar at nam

Meritocracy, an i ssue which has risenin the |last fewyears, has to be
seen to be i npl ement ed, stressed Navaratnam He added that there i s need
for a nore reasonabl e and equi tabl e nati onal devel opment policy.

Navar at nam former deputy secretary-general of the Finance Mnistry,
poi nted out that the landslide victory woul d rai se Mal aysia's eco
nom c profil e anong the busi ness and financial community.

| SI S chai rman and chi ef executive officer Tan Sri Noordi n Sopi ee, who
presented an anal ysi s of how and why the BN won the el ecti ons, said Pas,
inreactionto their resounding |l oss, was likely to fully gal vani se
t hensel ves

Pas would either try to out-Umo Umo or focus on its best selling
point. Either way, Noordin felt that "Pas will decide onits vision and
will be there at the next election.”



Anong t hose who attended the hal f-day forumwere acadeni cs, NGCOs,
politicians, senior civil servants, corporate figures, as well as nenbers
of the diplomatic corps.
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