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For the new sovereignty

By Chow Kum Hor

A Li byan-born naturalised Anerican who has nmade Mal aysi a his second hone
is here to spread the gospel of "technol ogy sovereignty". CHOWKUM HOR
finds out how his Miltinedia Super Corridor-status conmpany will help
enpower devel opi ng countri es.

"I AMhere to pronote the concept of teknol ogi nerdeka (technol ogy
sovereignty)," says American inventor Dr Sadeg Mustafa Faris, pronouncing
the Mal ay phrase |ike a native speaker.

The chai rman and chi ef executive officer of Invent@ aya Sdn Bhd speaks
passionately of his favourite subject, a profound concept he introduced to
Mal aysi a barely a year ago.

"I'n 1957, Mal aysia secured territorial freedom Since then, you all can
rul e your own country, set your own rules and call yourself citizens of a
free country.

"After that, cane a wave of technol ogy col oni sati on. Many devel opi ng
countries, despite having been |iberated fromtheir colonial masters, were
still dependent on nore devel oped countries for technol ogy," says Sadeg,
58, who was born in Tripoli, studied in the United States and owns New
Yor k- based t echnol ogy conpany Reveo I nc.

Citing the mlitary's third-generation night goggles as an exanple, he
says Mal aysia, |ike many other countries, could not buy themeven if they
could afford to because devel oped nations whi ch owned t he technol ogy
refused to sell the gadgets for security reasons.

The only solution then, he says, is to create your own technol ogy and to
i nnovat e.

The inventor, with about 500 patents approved and pending to his credit,
has devoted hinself to "liberating"” technol ogically-1laggard countries |ike
Mal aysia to level the playing field to conpete with giants |ike the US

This is where Invent@Q aya cones in. Set up last year in Cyberjaya, the
outfit is a 28,000 square nmetre research and devel opnent (R&D) | aboratory
dedi cated to the study of such subjects as nanot echnol ogy (nol ecul ar scal e
sci ence), photonics (the applied science of light), advanced nmaterial s and
advanced transportati on (for exanple using electricity-powered cars).

The busi ness nodel of Invent@ aya works like this: first, identify a
probl em whi ch nobody can solve, find a solution by creating a conducive
R&D environment and then commerci al i se the technol ogy.

I nvent Q aya was first conceptualised in 2002 when the then Prine
M ni ster Tun Dr Mahathir Mhanmad paid a visit to the Reveo | aboratory in
New Yor k.

The technol ogy-savvy Dr Mahathir was so i npressed with Sadeg's work that
he invited himto set up a simlar outfit in the MsC

"At that tinme, | was already toying with the idea of expandi ng overseas.
In fact, | was having discussions with countries |ike China, Korea and
Si ngapore, but Dr Mahathir was so insistent that | couldn't refuse," he
adds.

It was a difficult decision for Sadeg, having to uproot hinself fromhis
wi fe and four daughters to oversee the design and construction of
I nvent @ aya - a process that took one year

In the mdst of all that, poison-pen letters were flying all over about
how a Li byan inventor was trying to rip off Dr Mahathir and then flee the
country upon receiving a governnent grant to set up a dubi ous | aboratory.

"I amglad all that is over now. Just |ook at what we have come up wth.



In fact, InventQaya is one of the few, if not the only conpany in MSC
that actually creates and i nnovates technol ogi es,” adds Sadeg, who spends
about two weeks a nonth in Malaysia, and the remaining tinme with his
famly in New York.

One year on, the R&D firm can boast of a string of technol ogi cal
br eakt hr oughs, including an entry into the Ml aysi an Gui ness Book of
Records for the first netal-fuelled car to travel the | ongest distance in
the country.

Several |ocally-devel oped products have hit the market wi th consi derabl e
success, including | QHarvest, a conbo contraption that generates sol ar
power, collects rainwater and provi des shade for certain crops.

| QHarvest is a godsend for areas with no electricity and water supply
and where crops need sufficient shade fromthe bl azing heat for optinum
yi el d.

The conpany is now putting up one such unit in Pulau Perhentian while
the arny is also considering buying one for mlitary outposts on an
undi scl osed i sl and.

Reveo al so transfers technology to its sister conpany |Invent@ aya. One
of themis the LuxVu wi ndow that can change fromcl ear glass to opaque and
col our at the push of a button.

The conpany is al so doing research on netal -fuelled batteries which are
environnment-friendly, water desalination technol ogy and on a cost -
efficient electrically-powered car.

"W hope to break even in several years' tinme. W've just started and
I"mglad we got off on the right footing," says Sadeg.

H's optinismis based on the conpany's belief in creating the right R&
envi ronment for researchers

A lot of talented Mal aysian scientists continue to work overseas due to
lack of facilities and a proper environnent for themto do their research.
And Sadeg knows this.

Since it was set up about a year ago, lInvent@ aya has attracted five
Mal aysi ans back from abroad and 15 non- Mal aysi an scientists fromcountries
i ke Venezuel a, Italy, India, Singapore, Argentina, China and Libya,
bringing the total to 150 researchers working there.

From Mal aysi a, sonme of the nobst talented people in the industry, many
PhD hol ders who had worked in nultinationals |ike Mtorola, Agilent
Technol ogi es and Hewl ett Packard were also lured to InventQ aya.

Now t hat Invent Q aya i s showi ng progress, Sadeg is considering setting
up simlar outfits in other devel oping countries, including his country of
birth - Libya.

"I hope to bring this nessage of technol ogy sovereignty all over the
worl d one day and | want to keep on inventing and inventing," says Sadeg.
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