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Getting on ahead after the Ml aysi an posting

By Bal an Mses
MALAYSI A appears to be an ideal destination for a first posting as envoy
and an excel l ent springboard for nore senior appointnents |ater.

Judgi ng fromthe inordinate nunber of first-tiners arriving here in the
recent past, Ml aysia nmust surely hold a record in this respect.

Several heads of mission posted here over the past two years have cone
on pronotion while others have left to pursue their careers el sewhere with
t he added benefit of the Ml aysi an experi ence.

There appears to be a consensus that Mal aysia has all the ingredients
for a successful posting: a strategic position in international geo-
politics, a healthy political climate, an efficient bureaucracy, a largely
Engl i sh-speaki ng popul ati on and envi abl e infrastructure.

Coupl ed with many ot her vestiges of the 21st century, this nmakes the
nation an al nost perfect host country for diplomats.

The diplomatic circle in Kuala Lunpur abounds with talk of how Ml aysi a
is a posting courted by nmany but granted to few.

For sone countries, Malaysia is an ideal place for mddle-rank diplomats
to fine-tune their skills before proceeding to |arger nations.

D pl omats here feel that Ml aysia's chairmanshi p of the Non-Aligned
Movenent and the Organi sation of Islamc Conference has al so boosted its
i mage abr oad.

This has raised Mal aysia's inportance in the international arena by a
few notches, especially in terns of the general agenda of the Islamc
world and the Third Wrl d.

According to them Ml aysia was al ready nmaki ng waves in internationa
circles during the adm nistration of former Prime M nister Tun Dr Mahathir
Mohamad who was generally seen as the spokesman for the devel opi ng worl d.

But Ml aysia's inportance becane even nore apparent after its assuned
chai rmanship of the two international bodi es whose conbi ned nenber ship
represented a sizeable portion of the conposition of the United Nations.

Mal aysi a al so holds an additional allure for many nations wanting to
under stand the dynam cs of a nmodern Muslimmajority nation

This is nore so for Europeans who are quickly appreciating the need to
understand Islamfroma nation |ike Ml aysia whi ch has succeeded in
wal ki ng the acceptabl e m ddl e path.

First-time anbassador Eugeni usz Sawi cki, Polish envoy to Malaysia, is
extremely happy to be in Kual a Lunmpur which has net his every need since
he arrived.

Unli ke his previous postings which, anmong others, saw himin the thick
of fighting in Somalia and in tense situations in the Balkans in the early
1990s, his stay in Malaysia has been free of problens.

Sawi cki and his wife, Wslawa, |ove the roads, the people and the fabric
of Mal aysi an soci ety.

These are the same sentinments of Nanbi an H gh Commi ssioner Neville
Gertze who could not agree nore that Malaysia is a ready-nmde destination
for all levels of diplomats.

Probably the youngest envoy in Kuala Lunmpur, the 38-year-old is thankful
for his posting to a country that stood by his fledgling nation after its
i ndependence from South Afri ca.

He says there is alot to learn froma nation that has easily been anong
t he nost outspoken in the cause of the fight against apartheid.

Sudanese Anbassador Abdel Rahman Hanzah El raya and Senegal ese Anbassador



Amadoue Faye agree that Malaysia is an ideal posting for first-tine
envoys.

In their case, both are from Mislimcountries that have been cl osely
associated with the O C and need to maintain a good working rel ationship
with the current O C chairman.

Bei ng menbers of the O Ctroika also makes it inperative for themto
mai ntain close links with Ml aysi a.

For Shafie U Ahmad, the posting to Malaysia as first-tine anbassador
was a nove tailor-made for the former head of administration in the
Bangl adesh Forei gn Service

G ven the fact, by his own adm ssion, that things were not going as well
as they should for the mssion here, he was sent to Kual a Lunmpur to
i nprove the situation.

The need to repair the situation, notw thstandi ng, he sees Ml aysia as a
"prized posting" for diplomats, especially those from Bangl adesh.

For Cuban Anmbassador Pedro Monzon Barata, a first-tinmer who has had sone
Asi an experience - having been the second man at the mission in Tokyo -
Mal aysia is the ideal destination for envoys.

He says the healthy relationship between the two countries, thanks to
the personal friendship forged between Dr Mahathir and President Fidel
Castro, makes his job a little easier.

The Iist of those who have gone on to better things is also inpressive.
Former Czech Republic Anmbassador to Mal aysia Dr Vitezslav Gepl, for
one, is today his country's Anbassador to China. By his own adm ssion, it
was one of the top five anbassadorial postings for diplomats fromhis

country.

Di pl omati c observers say Grepl distinguished hinself so well in Mlaysia
that the posting to China was inevitable.

Then there was former |Indian H gh Conmi ssioner to Mal aysia Veena Sikri
who left to serve as H gh Comni ssioner to Bangl adesh after a nobst
successful outing in Ml aysia.

Bangl adesh, bei ng an i medi at e nei ghbour, ranks very high in ternms of
diplomatic ties for India and only senior foreign service officials are
sent there.

The significance of her posting to Bangl adesh is clearer fromthe fact
that she was her country's consul -general to Hong Kong before coming to
Mal aysi a.

Former United States Anbassador to Mal aysia, Marie Huhtala, is another
exanpl e.

As Deputy Assistant Secretary for Asian and Pacific Affairs in the US
State Departnent today, she is in a position to influence policy, to a
fair degree, on Asia.

Many believe that Huhtala's tinme in Malaysia have given her the idea
exposure needed to handle the Asian and Pacific affairs portfolio.

Her envi abl e resune includes her posting as deputy head of mission in
Bangkok prior to Ml aysi a.

Mal aysi a was an i deal debut for Sri Lanka's Rosy Senanayake who was
recall ed recently by a new Governnment back honme. Coming to Kual a Lunpur
wi t hout any foreign service experience, the political appointee found her
posting "the experience of a lifetine which | will never forget".

The novi ce envoy probably found the going easier than nost dipl onmats
given the fact that many Mal aysi ans knew of the forner Mss Wrld well
bef ore her arrival

Besides the first-tiners, there are al so those who have served here
before as deputy heads of m ssions or in other senior positions.

British H gh Comm ssioner Bruce O eghorn, for exanple, had benefited
froman earlier stint here as deputy Hi gh Comri ssioner in the early 1990s.



Then, there is the new Gernan Anbassador to Ml aysia, Herbert Gess, who
returns to a famliar environment after a stint in Manila as ambassador.
Gess, who took over fromJurgen Staks on Aug 5, is an old Ml aysi a hand,
havi ng served here as deputy head of m ssion.

There is a unexpected benefit for the nation frombeing the "training
ground" for diplomats, which is the grow ng pool of goodw || anbassadors
for Malaysia in high places all over the world.
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