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d obal demand for MM Chip, says Dr M

KUALA LUMPUR, Tues. - Former Prime M nister Tun Dr Mahat hir Mohanad said
t here has been nuch progress with t he devel opment of the Ml aysi a

M crochip (MM Chi p), which had attracted a | ot of demand due to its
advanced t echnol ogy.

Last Septenber, Ml aysia acquired the property rights to the MV Chi p,

t he nmost advanced m crochip in the world.

The MM Chi p neasures 0.25 sq mm - about the size of a decimal point -
and can be enbedded in paper.

It can be used as a repl acenent for barcode tags on retail goods, for
di fferentiating between genui ne and counterfeit currency notes, and for
use in passports.

The chip is produced in Japan but will be manufactured in Mal aysia | ater
this year at Silterra Mal aysia Sdn Bhd, a sem conduct or nmanufacturer based
in the KulimTechnol ogy Park.

Speaki ng at a Press conference on the MM Chip at a hotel here, Dr
Mahat hir said Silterra, which produces the nmicrochips, would first have to
invest in a new production line as the conpany was now "100 per cent
utilised".

Al so present at the Press conference were Mal aysia M crochip Comittee
chairman Dat uk Seri Dr Rais Yatim FEC (M Sdn Bhd chi ef executive officer
Kuni ko I chi oka and FEC nanagi ng director Maj-Gen (Rtd) Datuk Gophal
Randas.

FEC I nc i s the Japanese research and devel opnent conpany whi ch desi gned
the chip, and FEC Mal aysia is a 50-50 joint venture between the Ml aysi an
Gover nment and FEC I nc.

I chi oka said countries |ike China, Taiwan, the United States, Canada and
Australia had al ready expressed interest in using the chip for various
applications, such as for identification docunents or el ection cards.

"One of our ains isto bring the profit to Malaysia, and we woul d |ike
to work with Mal aysi an conpani es. So we are hoping that besides Iris (Corp
Bhd), other | ocal conpanies will work together with us,"” he said.

The Governnent is co-operating with Iris, devel oper of the MyKad and e-
passport, on applications for the chip and is currently discussing with
various mnistries on howit can be utilised.

"Response has been very encouraging ... There is no question of going
back as we are convinced that this is the future,” Rais said.

Currently the FECis doing evaluation tests for the MM Chip and the
engi neering sanple is schedul ed to be conpleted in April.
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