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Going boldly with Dr Mahathir

By Arni Shahi da Razak

FORVER Prime M nister Tun Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad in 1993 threw a chal |l enge to
Mal aysi ans, urging themto explore Antarctica, the world' s | argest
continent. And in February 2002, at the age of 76, he spent nine days in
the huge ice-covered continent with Cabi net mni sters and ot her
dignitaries.

"Universiti Sains Malaysia is still so inspired by him He has opened up
wi ndows of opportunities far beyond our dreans. Hi s chall enges stirred us
to work even harder. In fact, because of Tun, we now have a group of
comi tted and ent husi astic scientists who went to Antarctica and stil
want to continue their research there," said USMvi ce-chancel | or Professor
Dat uk Dzul ki fli Abdul Razak.

However, the mission to Antarctica was just the begi nning.

Dr Mahathir's vision of the Miultimedi a Super Corridor, which was
concei ved in 1996, influenced USMto pronote t he use of informati on and
conmuni cation technol ogy (I CT) at the university. It also becane the first
university inthe country to establish a School of Conputer Sciences and
is leading projects with other Asian countries in areas relatingto
comput i ng.

"The university will be awarding himwith a doctorate in science at this
year's convocation for his contributions to the nation. As a science
uni versity, we want to see that the hi ghest honour and recognition be
given to people like himfor working hard to pronote science and
technol ogy in the country.

"Even hi s thinking and vision for the country are very much based on
science," he said

Dr Mahathir's innovations, he added, had rei nvigorated i ndustrialisation
in the country.

"Just | ook at our autonotive sector, Petronas, MSC and ot her huge
proj ects that have been anchored on sci ence and technol ogy. Those were t he
brai nchild of the former Prime M nister and they have been catal ysts for
t echnol ogi cal advancenent in the respective areas," he said.

USM s | atest connection with Cuba was al so triggered by Dr Mahathir's
ent husi asmin seeki ng newventures with Third Wrl d and devel opi ng
countri es.

"When Dr Mahat hir visited Cuba in 1997, the potential wasn't i medi ately
recogni sed. However, when we vi sited Cuba | ast year, we were taken aback
at the kind of science that the country has to offer.

Cuba has a | ot of potential especially in biotechnol ogy, treatmnment of
cancer, devel opnent of new equi pnent based on nol ecul ar nmedi ci ne and brain
sci ence.

"W are now tapping their expertise and collaborating with themin these
areas so that we can prepare ourselves to face the next frontier," he
sai d.

The vision that Dr Mahathir had for the country was aligned with the
dreans of the university.

"Because of his aimto boost science and technol ogy efforts in the
country, we are conpelled to work even harder and realise our ful
potential. Who woul d have guessed that we coul d have our own scientists
wor ki ng at research stations in Antarctica? Now, these scientists are al so
capabl e of organising trips to other sea frontiers," he said

He added that Dr Mahathir's enthusiasmfor | CT had al so conpel |l ed USMt o



make | CT a part and parcel of the university. Penang's proposed CyberCity
will see the conversion of a portion of the Bayan Lepas Free I ndustri al
Zone on the island (which is linked to USMs nmain canpus at M nden) into
the MSC Cyber-City.

"The push given fromthe MSC augurs well for us and naybe now we can
play a nmore nmeaningful role in the devel opnent of ICT.

"We are proud to say that USM was accorded MSC status recently."

"Mbst of the things that we do resulted fromDr Mahathir's constant
pushi ng of Mal aysians to try out newthings and to expl ore new hori zons.
It's the chall enges that are constantly thrown at us that drive USMto
strive for excellence.”

He added that USMwoul d publi sh a book contai ning Dr Mahat hir's previous
addr esses on sci ence and technol ogy. "He (Dr Mahat hir) has a different way
of | ooking at science. W want to acknow edge it," he said.
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