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By A Hafiz Yatim

KOLEJ Uni versiti Tekni kal Kebangsaan Mal aysia's Student Affairs office may
be only three years old but it has nmanaged the affairs and wel | - bei ng of
4,271 students pursuing diploma, degree and master's programes
efficiently.

Initially, it had four units - Sports and Recreation, Residential
Col I ege, Welfare and Activity - when it was formed in 2001.

However, the Student Affairs office has undergone a restructuring and
five nore units have been added: Discipline and Special Functions,

Rel i gi ous, Counsel ling, Culture and Adm nistration.

The col | ege has the | argest nunber of staff (60) manni ng the Student
Affairs office anong all government col | ege universities.

Dean Associate Prof Dr Su' aidi Datuk Safei has headed the Student
Affairs office since 2001, which | ooks after the affairs and activities of
st udent s.

"The of fice seeks to provide a service as well as devel op students to be
har moni ous and wel | - bal anced physically, emptionally, spiritually, and
intellectually.

"It also inplements programes to create well-disciplined, notivated and
dignified students, ensuring that the wel fare of students is al ways taken
care of, and organi ses programes for students.

He sai d despite the university being young conpared with 16 ot her public
uni versities, the unit recogni sed the i nportance of co-curricul ar
activities for students in building their | eadership skills.

He sai d being tonorrow s generation of | eaders, students had to be
equi pped with | eadership and other skills to becone | eaders in the
comunity and the nation.

"Recognising this, students at the college are required to have two
credits, one for each senester, that come fromparticipationin co-
curricular activities."”

The university has 29 cl ubs covering acadeni c, sports, self-defence, and
religious societies.

They i ncl ude the Students Representatives Council, Rakan Mida
Secretariat, Unity C ub, Dakwah and Spiritual C ub, Debate and Oratory
G ub, Sabah and Sarawak Chil dren's Associ ation, Technocrat and
Entrepreneur Club and Culture and Arts C ub.

He said KUTKMwas the first public university to forma unity club that
sought tointegratethe nultiethnic, multireligious and rmulticultural
student popul ation. The club was forned in 2002 as a result of the vision
and i dea nooted by former Prinme M nister Tun Dr Mahat hir Mohanad.

KUTKM boar d chai rman Tan Sri Sal | eh Sul ong, at the | aunching of the
club, said the club's formati on was appropriate considering the cultural
and soci etal npsaic of society.

The cl ub appoi nt ed Abdul | ah Shuhai m Rozl an, Lee Yew Loon and Sar | eet
Kaur Bal dev as joi nt presidents, representing the three main comunities
in Mal aysi a.

The Student Affairs office can be contacted at 06-2332435; or e-mail:
hep- kp@ut km edu. ny
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