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Hadi Awang's unki ndest cut

HOWpol itics can debase people. At the 1999 general el ection Pas soaked up
the di saffection caused by the jailing of Datuk Seri Anwar | brahi mwi t hout
having to lift a finger. In the absence of a windfall issue this time
around, the opposition party has had to findits own feet - and its
struggl es have seen it sliding fromthe noral high ground. As soon as the
pol i ng dat e was announced, the depths were tested by Pas presi dent Dat uk
Seri Abdul Hadi Awang as he | aunched his canpai gn i n Terengganu on Friday.
The prophet of Rusila dived into the declared Pas strategy of attacking
the Prinme Mnister's religious standing with a vengeance. Datuk Seri

Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi was accused of paradi ng his | eadership of prayers at
nosques for political gain, and Hadi presuned to prove this by pointing
out that his Umo counterpart had not | ed the funerary rites for his

not her .

As inured as Mal aysians are to el ectoral theatre, many were aghast at
Hadi's insensitivity. Pas | oathes the idea that Abdul l ah could steal its
I sl ami ¢ thunder, and may be expected to bang its holy books as hard as it
can inits agony to win votes. But even paranoi a cannot possi bly condone
Hadi's strike at the heart of the Prime Mnister's bereavenent. Datuk
Kai | an Hassan, who had anchored her son through his tribulations, died a
little over a nonth ago. There can be no doubt that Hadi had ained to hit
the Prine Mnister where it hurt nost, thereby | owering the arena he has
chosen to fight the election fromthe pulpit to the gutter. It was a cheap
shot at i npugning Abdullah's credibility, ranking well bel owthe vote-
baiting extortions of his spiritual senior, Datuk Nik Aziz N k Mat.

In contrast to the conbative Tun Dr Mahat hir Mhamad, Abdullah has been
unusual ly tol erant of Pas. He has stayed al oof of the hate-fuelled devil-
nmongering the theocratic party relies onto distinguishitself fromthe
nmoder at e Umo. Pas may wel | assune that no tactic is too dirty for the
i mperative of converting the country to its version of the hudud. But if
the ends justify the nmeans, then the character of the Governnent it seeks
to set up is bound to be mirrored by those who, |ike Hadi, have dei gned to
stoop so | ow.
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