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A bal anced approach that is |IslamHadhari

By H sham Har un

SO nuch has been said and yet solittle is known about |IslamHadhari .

H SHAM HARUN net Dat uk Dr Abdullah Mi Zin, Mnister in the Prinme
Mnister's Departnent (Religious Affairs), to talk about civilisational

I sl am as the concept has been transl ated as. The personabl e Menber of
Parliament for Besut, charged with i nmpl enenti ng and pronoti ng t he concept,
has obvi ously done his homework. This nonth, the official docunment which
gives a fuller neaning of IslamHadhari, will be rel eased to Ml aysi ans.

Q What is IslamHadhari?

A |IslamHadhari offers a rational, sensible and progressive view of the
religion. It is a conprehensive approach to devel opnent.

Q Wiy this approach to Islan?

A: When we tal k about Islam there is always the tendency tolink it to
the past, to the Prophet's tine. But |IslamHadhari includes the present
as wel | .

Yet, it does not stray fromthe fundamental s of the Quran and Sunnah
(sayi ngs of the Prophet).

It emphasi ses wi sdom practicality and harnony. It encourages wasati yah
or a bal anced approach to life.

We are seeking to produce individuals who are spiritually and
intellectually strong, who are economical ly i ndependent and sel f-reliant,
with vision and the ability to face today's chal | enges.

Q Wiy didn't we think of this earlier?

A: W have actually been practising it since Merdeka. Even during Tun
Razak's tine, enphasis was given to devel opment. Under Tun Dr Mahat hir
Mohamad, this policy was continued.

Q There seens to be sone scepticism about the approach. Wereis it
com ng fron®

A. Pas is saying IslamHadhari is a newreligion or school of thought,
of fering m sl eadi ng teachi ngs of the Quran and Sunnah. They claimit is
not authentic Islamas it ains to add new el enents to the religion.

They say Bari san Nasional is pronoting a fal se understandi ng of the
religion.

I sl am Hadhari is just an approach. It connotes advancenent and
pr ogr essi on.

The concept encourages flexibility and practicality which we al ready
practi se.

For instance, we foll owthe Shafie school of thought in nost areas but
in some sectors |ike finance and banki ng, we adopt el enents fromot her
school s of thought. This is permissible in Islam

In Shafie, zakat or tithe can only be paid in bags of rice. In the
Hanafi school of thought, it is nore lenient. W can replace rice with
noney which is so nmuch easi er.

Q Is noderation a feature of |slam Hadhari?

A. Wasatiyah or a bal anced approach to |ife would be a nore preci se way
to descri be | sl amHadhari. Moderation, on the other hand, coul d connote
hastiness to the point of neglectingtraditions. Islamc scholars tendto
shy away fromusing the word "noderate" because it can be manipul ated and
expl oited by external influences.

In the same way, schol ars are cauti ous about the word nodern which they
associate with Western civilisation.

The word progressive could al so be used to define | sl amHadhari but



wasatiyah is preferable.

Q Do you consider yourself a noderate Muslin®

A: | ambut | amnoderate within the traditionalist nould. | consider
mysel f very open but at a Quran readi ng conpetition, I amnot confortable
with partici pants who sway too nuch when reciting the Quran.

But, if it's a nodern nasyid group, | don't see it wong in themnoving
to the music.

Q@ How woul d you categorise Mislins here?

A: Mal aysian Muslinms tend to be divided into two groups: the
conservatives and those who are noderate, and sonetinmes too |iberal.

Q Is there a place for wonen in |IslamHadhari?

A: Wnen have a pl ace but right nowthere are some Syariah judges who
are too inflexible and ol d-fashioned. | would Iike themto be nore
professional in their handling of cases involving wonen.

Q@ Can such m ndsets be changed?

A. There will be courses conducted by the Syariah Judicial Departnent to
i ntroduce | slamHadhari to them There is no point pronbting it if the
Syari ah of ficers thensel ves do not understand it.

Unfortunately, we have sone trai ners saying that |slamHadhari does not
fol | ow any school of thought.

So intensive training nust take pl ace.

We will get university lecturers to hel p explain the concept. The
Depart ment of |slanic Devel opnment of Malaysia (Jakim will be the
secretariat and will organi se courses, workshops and seni nars.

There will al so be consultations and di scussions held by public
uni versities. The Friday sernmon will al so be used to expl ai n t he approach.

Q The first official docurment on I sl amHadhari is about to be | aunched.
Coul d you tell us nore about it?

A. W are waiting for the Prime Mnister to give us a date. It is a 60-
page docunent. The first draft was done by Jakimand | went through the
second.

For the final draft, a group of scientists, professionals and Islamc
schol ars was gathered to give their views.

The essence was agreed to by all and some anmendnents were made.

It is noww th Pak Lah who is going through it carefully.

Q@ Can you give us nore details on the book?

A. Firstly, we explain the rational e behind the approach. This is
because a | ot of Muslins still subscribe to the belief that Islamis
confinedtorituals Iike prayers and perform ng the haj and unrah. They
find it difficult to accept that social and cul tural advancenent are part
and parcel of the religion.

For instance, there are people who say that ny 27 years as professor in
I sl am ¢ studi es have now been sullied by ny invol venent in politics. But
it all depends on the individual and his intentions.

| spend nmy weekends in ny constituency in Jertih. | try to help those
who cone to see ne. | do not participate in nmoney politics.

The book al so highlights that Muslins | ag behind others in this country.

I sl am Hadhari i npresses upon Miuslins to seek know edge of this world and
the hereafter.

The third point is that Muslinms nmust take | slamas a conpl ete way of
life.

The book al so details the approach needed i n education, the econony,
good governance in administration and managenent, cl eanliness, efficiency,
ethics and hunility, science and technol ogy, agricul ture and cul ture.

Q Howwi Il the book be distributed?

A It will first be givento the mnistries, foll owed by federal
departnments, governnent agencies and the civil servants.



MCA has requested a Chi nese version to better understand the concept. W
wi Il al so produce English and Arabic versions whichw |l be distributed
free.

Q Wiat will happen after the book is | aunched?

A W will formpanels to devel op the concept further. The first three
wi Il be on the econony, education and culture. Qther panels will be fornmed
later.

Q WII the panels conprise only Islamc schol ars?

A. Professionals and scholars in the respective fields will also sit on
t hese panel s. In the area of science and technol ogy, for instance, we wll
definitely have scientists sitting on the panel.

Economi sts will be invited to be nenbers of the panel on econony.

In fact, even when we were putting the book together, experts in various
non-religious areas were asked for their views.

Q Wth IslamHadhari, do we need to amend the constitution to declare
Mal aysia an Islanic state?

A It isn't necessary. Qur constitution is conplete. W do not need to
decl are Mal aysia an Islam ¢ nation as 65 per cent of the populationis
Muslim We lead the O C (Organisation of the Islamc Conference). All
these indicate that we are a Musli mcountry.

You al so see this clearly in the i npl ementation of religious | aws by
St at es whi ch do not go agai nst the Federal Constitution.

The Government is also able to allocate funds for all Islanic
activities. This enables Jakim(Islamic Religious Council) to doits work.

The exi stence of the Islam c Council and the Rulers Council also
underscores the fact that we are an Islam c country.

There are countries which boldly declare their Islamc status in their
constitutions but fail toliveuptoit.

We are confortable in our current situation. Islamis the official
religion and non-Mislins have freedomto practise their religion.

Q What is the status of hudud in |slam Hadhari ?

A: Muslinms nmust believe in hudud but the enforcenment can be postponed or
del ayed to suit social conditions.

Even during the Prophet's days, hudud was inplenmented nuch | ater, after
t he peopl e were sufficiently educated.

Econom ¢ factors shoul d al so be considered. If thereis no stability,

I slanmi ¢ thi nkers say hudud cannot be i npl enent ed.

This is why wasatiyah is critical.

Q@ Who are nore resistant to the concept: Pas or non-Mislinms?

A: Pas just wants to denolish the concept by saying it is a new school
of thought or religion, while non-Miuslins are concerned that it will bring
about a nore extrene Islam

MCA has said the concept is good but is worried that it may be wongly
handl ed. W wi || nmake sure this does not happen.

As | said, IslamHadhari is about the creation of a progressive,
civilised and tol erant society. We believe in the sharing of power and in
religious freedom

There is no conpulsioninreligion. During the Prophet's time, there
were Jews, Christians and pagans |iving al ongside Muslins in Medina.

I n many countries such as Pal estine, Lebanon, Syria and Jordan, even
after 100 years of Islamic rule, there are still many Christians - an
i ndi cation of howtolerant Islamis.

Q Are there any questions in Parlianment on |IslamHadhari ?

A: Many. FromPas to Barisan backbenchers. Pas nerely wants to attack
t he concept but the backbenchers want details on the inplenentation.

Q What is the difference between | sl amHadhari and political Islanf

A: | sl amHadhari works frombottomup, fromthe villages and in a



systematic way. Political Islam whichis practised by Pas, works the
opposite way. Fromtop down. Often it |eads to nowhere. This was how
Ayat ol | ah Khonei ni rul ed and where did it take the country?

Q Is the IslamHadhari approach used anywhere el se?

A There have been di scussi ons about this but we are the first to
i mpl enent it. Sudan, where there is religious strife, is very interested.
So is I ndonesia.

We are hoping to dissemnate this to Muslinms in southern Thail and soon.

(END)
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