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Heal i ng touch

WE have to be thankful for small mercies, especially in tinmes of need.
However, the |l owering of the cost for drug therapy for H V/AIDS patients
fromRML, 200 to RMB50 a nonth is certainly no small matter. Although the
cost is still steep, especially as the nedi cines are needed every nonth,
it wll alleviate somewhat the heavy financial burden on patients and
their famlies. This, said Mal aysian Al DS Council president Datuk Paduka
Mari na Mahathir, will mean nore H V-infected patients can get access to
the three-in-one conbination drug treatnment. Thanks to the Health

M nistry's amendnents to the Patent Act, the nuch needed drugs can now be
sourced at a cheaper rate fromlndia.

This respite is yet another blessing in our fight agai nst so dreaded an
ai lment. For unlike other diseases, H V/ Al DS cones with psychol ogi ca
baggage that nakes prevention harder to realise. The bl oated and stubborn
soci al stigma that hounds the disease makes it difficult for people Iike
Mari na and her teamto drumin the fact that the nunber of patients can be
reduced if people know the real score and that the infection is not
sonet hi ng peopl e get because they deserve it. Despite all the good work
that NGOs and the authorities are doing to educate people that it is a
matter of life and death to fight this creeping epidemc on two |evels,
prevent and/or treat, Malaysia is still a plodder conpared to countries
i ke Vietnam and Thailand. There, they seemto have cone to terns with
reality. They know not to |let social prejudices and taboos hanper their
fight to curb the disease. W, too, nmust know how to harness our persona
phantons to fight bigger ones.
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