08/ 01/ 2004
Nor Mohanmed overcone by PMs trust in him

Kal i mul I ah Hassan

KUALA LUMPUR, Wed. - It was 9.50amand Tan Sri Nor Mhamed Yakcop was in
his third-floor office of the west wing in the Prinme Mnister's Departnment
when his direct |line rang. Few peopl e have this nunber and one of them was
hi s boss, Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi .

As Economic Adviser tothe Prime M nister, Nor Mbhamed, 56, is quite
used to getting calls fromthe boss and usually it nmeans nore work or nore
issues to |l ook at. He was not m staken. Abdul | ah, who was just about to go
infor the weekly Cabi net neeting, congratulated him w shed himall the
best and said "you are the Finance Mnister I1" (see profile on P14).

"l was surprised; then enotional. | thanked the Prime Mnister and just
sat back," Nor Moharmed told the New Straits Tines in an interviewshortly
after his appoi ntnent was officially announced. But his thoughts were not
on hi s sudden el evation to the Cabinet. Nor did he feel exalted at being
gi ven the second Finance Mnister's portfolio.

"l was just overcone that the Prime M nister had the confi dence and
trust in me to shoulder this responsibility. |I felt the weight of
responsi bility wei ghi ng down on ne i medi ately."

All his life, Nor Mhaned, the only child of a poor famly from
Butterworth, Penang, has been in public service. H s father passed away
when he was 10 and he was brought up by his nother, to whomhe was very
attached. She passed away three years ago, just weeks before he took up
hi s appoi nt ment as econoni ¢ advi ser to then Prime M ni ster Tun Dr Mahat hir
Mohaned.

He started as a clerk in Bank Negara i n 1968 and worked hi s way t hrough
uni versity. He rose through the ranks and | ess than 20 years | ater, he was
already in the key position of one of the five advisers of Bank Negara, a
step just bel owthat of Deputy Governor.

Did he ever think that as a career public servant he woul d one day
becone a key nenber of the Mal aysi an Cabinet? "It never occurred to ne. |
really thought | would end ny career in a few years as adviser to the
Prinme Mnister."

But much as he i s overwhel ned by the trust the Prime M nister has pl aced
in him Nor Mohaned says he is even nore awed by the fact that he will be
inthe frontline instead of being a "backroom boy".

"The PM has placed his trust in me. So | nust deliver. Watever
sacrifice that ny famly and | have to nake, we will nake."

Hs wife, Puan Sri Fauzi a Mohd Abu Bakar, a retired senior civil
servant, knows all about that. Wenever she neets up with the young nmen
t hat Nor Mohaned pi cked to restructure government-|inked conpani es, she
will remindthemto spendtime withtheir famlies. She always tells them
she knows all about havi ng a husband who wor ks day and ni ght, not seeing
enough of his wife and children.

For mer Danaharta chai rnman Dat uk Azman Yahya, one of the young peopl e
involved in the restructuring of corporate Mal aysia, can only agree,
havi ng worked cl osely wi th Nor Mboharmed the | ast five years.

"In all the years | have dealt with and reported to Tan Sri Nor Mbdhaned,
one thing that touched ne was his sel fl ess dedi cation and comitnent as a
public servant. He al ways has the country's interests at heart. He has
sacrificed much for the country and there is not the slightest doubt in ny
mnd that he is the best choice for the job," Azman said.

What are the chall enges for himin his newjob? "Basically, the economc



crisisis over. It's nore than a cycle away. In the context of the new
circunmst ances, we have to cone back to financial managenent of an econony
where recovery is well underway."

Nor Mohaned declined to speak on what he intended to do in his newjob.
"I have to report to my boss and get the brief fromhimfirst," he said,
adding that "it is an honour to be given the opportunity to serve the
country. | will give nmy best to support the Prinme M nister and Gover nment
incarrying out the duties entrusted to ne. | pray to Allah for his
bl essi ngs and gui dance so that | can serve the nation well."
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