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All excited about closer ties with China

By Kalinmullah Hassan

ITis mnd-boggling, Datuk Seri Dr LimKeng Yai k, a frequent visitor to
Chi na, says of the country's pace of progress. One of the Cabi net's nost
seni or menbers, Keng Yaik is |like an excited small child when talking
about Chi na.

He rattles on about the size of China' s national grid; about the
tunnel s they build for supplying water, conmparing it with the Pahang-

Sel angor water pipeline; and about the cost-savings in hydro-electric
proj ects.

And he is constantly harassing aides and friends to set up neetings with
Chi nese water and energy officials in Beijing and Shanghai .

Keng Yai k was anong the nine mnisters in Prine Mnister Datuk Ser
Abdul | ah Ahnmad Badawi 's of ficial entourage on his five-day visit to China
whi ch ends t onorrow.

It was so refreshing to see people |ike Tan Sri Muhyi ddi n Yassin, who
cane al nost a week earlier, and Datuk Dr Janmal udin Jarjis getting al
starry-eyed when studyi ng and | ooki ng at the prospects of agriculture and
bi ot echnol ogy that Ml aysia can benefit from

Just |ike sone of the young Mal aysi an busi nessnen | i ke Datuk Davi d Yeat
who pursue Chi nese bi otechnol ogy with zeal, with the dreamof naking
Mal aysia a | eading player in the field. And for none was the zeal and
exci tement nore than Abdul | ah hinmself who in all his neetings and
briefings did not cease to be staggered by the hyper activity of
power house Chi na.

Learn from China. Think long-term Build relationships. That was the
i ncessant nmessage fromthe Prime M nister

Abdul I ah' s passi on was catching on as reflected in the excitenent of his
nmost senior, trusted and able ministers |i ke Keng Yai k and Muhyi ddi n; or
among many of the busi nessnen who sought that little official sanction of
the Prime Mnister's trip to open doors.

And China is changing. So fast. And for the better, in nany ways.

Go back 56 years in Malaysia. It is the begi nning of the comruni st
i nsurgency. Gowing upinthis blessed |land then, we had so many hang-ups
about Chi na.

Conmruni st Chi na was how we woul d refer toit. Chinatacitly supported
t he Conmuni st Party of Mal aya which was terrorising Ml aysia.

Hundr eds of our brave nen - Mal ay, |ban, Senoi soldiers, Indian and
Chi nese police officers - laid down their lives fighting the CPM

Chi na was not that good a word and it was i npossi bl e for any Ml aysi an
tovisit that country. Until a visionary second Prinme M nister Tun Abdul
Razak Hussein first braved i nternational sentiment to shake hands with Mo
Zedong in Beijing.

Thirty years later, Abdullah has conme to China to nmark that historic
occasion and bring rel ati ons between the two countries - one of the
cl osest bilateral associations for both - to new and hi gher |evels.

The suspicions of yesteryears are totally non-existent. Ml aysian
busi nessnen of all il ks and ethnicities | ook hungrily for opportunities.

After Razak, the man nost responsi bl e for buildi ng and strengtheni ng
relations is former Prime Mnister Tun Dr Mahat hir Mhanad.

That passi on was passed on to his successor, Abdull ah

Mal aysia is fortunate that it also has a conmitted di plomat in
Anbassador Dat uk Abdul Majid Khan in Beijing for the | ast six years. He is



much sought after by Ml aysians for his insight, know edge and experience
in dealing with the Chinese

Fromthe top to the bottoml evels of officialdomand free enterprise,
the visit of the Mal aysi an del egati on was sonet hi ng that had to be seento
be appreciated and it was sonmething that gives hope to Malaysia as a
country and Mal aysi ans as a people that the |link between the two countries
could only be beneficial

A CHANG NG CHI NA

THE first tine | was in China was in 1991. It was al ready openi ng up but

still lacking in many areas - infrastructure, social devel opment, conmerce
and m ndset.
But 13 years later, | can only say that every new nonent, every new

sight was not only education, but Iike an aphrodisiac for the mnd.

Several other journalists, officials and busi nessnmen were on that same
flight that | anded at Beijing International Airport | ast Tuesday norni ng.

When a pl ane | ands in Mal aysi a, passengers are warned agai nst the
trafficking of drugs that carries a death sentence. In Beijing, we were
advised that the airport's security officials did not want passengers to
bring i n newspapers.

What has changed in Chi na, you woul d wonder. No access to i nfornmation?
God, aren't we lucky in Mal aysi a that anyone can sl ander another on a
bl og, websites and through the SM5 and poi son-pen letters?

But as we got off the plane, and with each passi ng day, we | earnt new
things and at the end of it, the paranoia of Beijing Airport security with
forei gn newspapers did not nmerit nmuch thought.

The greater freedonms would cone. It would be an irreversible process.
There woul d be a day, not too far in the future, when China woul d have the
freedons t hat Mal aysi ans have taken for granted.

On the streets, the Chinese peasantry, working class and elite alike,
have shed the drab Mao suits, which were still pretty nmuch in evidence
just a decade ago, for colourful garb while branded goods are not a
I uxury available only at the Friendship Stores for foreigners.

It seens like it's capitalismall the way and you begin to wonder where
the communi sts and the socialists are.

| left my credit card holder with all my plastic on nmy seat and not
until | was about to check in at the China Wrld Hotel, owned by Mal aysi an
Robert Kuok, did | realise that ny security bl anket was not there

The conci erge at the hotel was informed of the flight details and seat
nunber, and she invited ne to have coffee while waiting.

Wthin mnutes, ny daughter called fromKual a Lunpur and sai d Mal aysi a
Airlines in Beijing had found ny plastic and were trying to | ocate ne.

Just as | approached the concierge, she cheerfully informed nme that the
hotel staff were on their way to the airport to pick up ny credit cards.

An efficient MAS, an equal |y efficient, cheerful Chinese hotel
concierge. Even in many countries of the devel oped Wst, you do not see
such courtesy and efficiency.

On the streets, young coupl es hug, kiss and wal k hand-in-hand in public,
di spl ayi ng none of the taboos of the Cultural Revolution

Maybe that is an area sone overzeal ous | poh City Council or Kual a Lunpur
City Hall enforcenent officers could | earn. Let the young be young.

In the hotels, service is inpeccable and surprise of surprises...nmny of
t hem speak good English |i ke we used to i n Mal aysi a.

But Mal aysia is changing fast and in a few years, maybe, we will again
be the regional centre of excellence in English education

The hi ghways, the skyscrapers, the X5s, Cayennes, Mercedes SL55AMGs, the
uni nt errupt ed power supply, the clean water, the variety of good food -
Chi na has changed and is constantly changi ng.



Pardon nme for being awed. It is just the kanpung boy in me that cannot
i magi ne Komunis Cina could be what it is today.

THANKLESS JOB

IT was by chance that | ran into former Deputy Prime Mnister Tan Sri
Misa Hitamat the G eat Wall Sheraton. He is a regul ar China visitor and
gi ves tal ks at conferences and universities.

Like all the rest, he was excited about China.

We had a drink and it was only after he had |l eft that | realised Misa
had not brought up anythi ng about a col um witten by ny col |l eague Syed
Nadzri Harun a week ago, which took the m ckey out of himfor advocating a
repeal of Malaysia's nedia | aws.

One of Mal aysia's understated but better witers, Syed Nadzri had subtly
poi nted out that the very | aws that Misa was tal ki ng about repealing had
i ndeed been passed i n Parliament when Misa hinsel f was Home M nister in
the 1980s.

But that is Musa. One of Malaysia's finer sons who takes criticismas
part and parcel of his vocation.

And when Musa speaks about repealing such | aws, those who know hi m
cannot doubt his sincerity, no natter what the history.

In recent weeks, much has been sai d about Press freedomin Ml aysi a.
After nore than eight years out of the Press, | find that the attitudes of
bot h politicians and bureaucrats towards the nedi a take | onger to change.

In five nonths back as a journalist, | again begin to see howthankl ess
ajobit reallyis. Fulfilling at tines, satisfying at others, exciting
but, still thankl ess.

Everyone i s an expert. There are journalist wannabes who attack editors
Iike The Star's Wng Sul ong and peopl e |i ke me, expecting us to guide
editorial policy the way they think it should be.

Never mind that they have never been journalists for even a day but they
have opi ni ons on everyt hi ng.

When Sul ong, Ho Kay Tat, Gunasegaramof The Edge and | don't do what
they do, we are |libelled and sl andered. Even racial slurs are thrown at
us.

And these "good nmen" tal k about Press freedon? God forbid they ever have
a say in decision-nmaking or head a newspaper.

Then there are the petty bureaucrats who see an agenda behi nd any
article that expresses an alternative view. O politicians ....aaah,
politicians, opposition or governnent alike.

The opposition politicians attack us in their party organs or websites:
t he governnent politicians use all their "power™ and m ght to pressure,
sl ander and i bel us sothat we will only be conplinentary about them

But then, where would the fun be if we were nerely a replica of the
Pravda of ol d?

An edi tor at anot her newspaper who has been on the receiving end of sone
venonous attacks says that if we are nice to the "bl oggers" and
acknow edge their "power", they will lay off us.

But senior editors at other newpapers and | do not believe in being
i ntimdated by such petty slander and raci al slurs, painful thoughit may
be.

W have di scussed this nmany times and we see great hope and expectation
in Abdul | ah' s openness and conmitnent to greater freedons.

The Mal aysi an Press has it nuch easier nowthan in recent nenory, and
t he at nosphere is, to be unimagi native in nmy choi ce of words, great.

And just like China, | believe we will see greater changes in the area
of Press freedomin the nonths and years to cone.

When bureaucrats and politicians see criticisminthe light it is nade,
when journalists and bl oggers do not pursue personal agendas, and when



editors do not get labelled anarchists for doing the right thing,
Mal aysi a woul d have taken that extra step. Anen.
( END)
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