16/ 01/ 2004

Honorary |l UMdoctorates for Dr Mahathir and Dr Siti Hasmah

KUALA LUMPUR, Thurs. - Former Prime M nister Tun Dr Mahat hir Mohamad and
his wife Tun Dr Siti Hasnmah Mohd Ali were today conferred t he Honorary
Degree of Doctor of Letters and Honorary Degree of Doctorate of Phil osophy
in Social Wrk respectively.

The honours were conferred by the International Islamc University of
Mal aysi a and were presented by Il UMconstitutional head, the Sultan of
Pahang Sul tan Ahnad Shah.

"The Doctor of Letters is the highest honorary degree in [IUMwhich is
to be conferred, for the first time, upon a truly extraordi nary hunan
bei ng endowed by God with exceptional qualities. It isinrecognition of
Dr Mahat hir's distingui shed contributions as a Muslimwiter and
intellectual," said Il UMRector Prof Dr Mohd Karmal Hassan.

He said |l UMdecided to focus on Dr Mahathir's role as a witer and
political intellectual by review ng and eval uati ng his witings, essays,
poens, books and col | ected speeches from 1945 until October 2003.

In his acceptance speech, Dr Mahat hir called upon Muslins to reject
t eachi ngs whi ch devi ated fromthe fundanmental s of | sl amand deni ed t he
pursuit of know edge, maki ng themi gnorant and i ncapabl e of benefiting
fromthe bounty of Allah.

Dr Mahathir said that those who study only religion will never fully
appreci ate the power of Allah and his religion.

"Those who study only Science will becone too arrogant to appreciate the
meani ng and the need for faith and the weakness of nortal nan.

"The religious Muslimmust study Sci ence adequately and the Muslim
scientist nmust study the fundanmentals of the religion of Islamin order to
save thensel ves and the world fromthe arrogance of the partially
know edgeabl e or partially arrogant,"” he said.

In the newworld, he said the Muslins with their faith and well rounded
know edge nmust showthe way; The way to a religious and norally upright,
materi al |y weal thy and deeply know edgeabl e wor | d.

Earlier, in his royal address, the Sultan of Pahang said Dr Mahat hir and
Dr Siti Hasmah had travell ed a | ong j ourney and had worked hard to serve
the country.

"They have bot h brought many positive changes to the |lives of many and
over the last two decades, Dr Mahathir has clearly proved hinself to be
the father of nodernisation.

"The nmulti-racial unity in the country is another |egacy of Dr Mahathir
and | nust say that they are indeed truly an extraordinary couple,” he
sai d.

Dr Siti Hasmah was conferred the award for her tireless efforts in
ai di ng t he di sadvant aged, di sabl ed, di stressed and dependent.

She has al so been i nstrumental in hel pi ng peopl e | essen their chances of
bei ng poor, inept, abused, divorced, delinquent or negl ected.

IIUMs Professor in Psychol ogy, Prof Noraini Mohd Noor described Dr Siti
Hasmah as a doer of jobs and tasks, an agent of change and a producer of
services - a fitting description of a great social worker.

In accepting her award, Dr Siti Hasnah said voluntary service in the
21st century is needed nore t han ever before, to nanage areas of priority
concernin social, economc, cultural, humanitari an and peace buil di ng.

"The real mof social work is vast and it is only when we begin, do we
find that the bounds are limtless and the needs and gaps great and



difficult to fill.

"I't nmust be remenbered that social work is not as easy as we would |ike
it to be and we nmust put our hands and m nds and nost of all ourhearts
intoit. It requires plenty of dedication and at times ny social work
takes me away fromhone nore often than the Prine Mnister hinself," she
said in jest.
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