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Picture of former president Chong Eu may find its rightful place in MCA HQ

KUALA LUMPUR, Sat. - The missing photograph of Tun Dr Li mChong Eu, MCA's
second president, at its headquarters here is synbolic of the historical
baggage which wi Il hang heavy on t he proposed nerger tal ks between the
party and Gerakan.

Dr Li mbecane MCA president in 1958 but left 16 nonths |ater after
| eadership differences.

In 1968, he cof ounded Gerakan with Tan Sri Dr Tan Chee Khoon, Dat uk
Prof essor Syed Hussein Al attas and Prof essor Wang Gungwu.

In the wat ershed 1969 general election - which culnminated in the May 13
riots - Gerakan wested the only Chief Mnisterial post the MCA has ever
hel d. The Penang Chief M nister's post has since renmi ned with Gerakan.

That has remai ned a maj or bone of contention between both parties and
al nost blewup into a major political controversy shortly after the 1999
general el ection when two wi nni ng Gerakan assenbl ynen crossed over to MCA

MCA, claimng nunerical superiority over Gerakan, actively sought to get
the Chief Mnister's post. The i ssue was resol ved after the i ntervention
of former Prime M nister Tun Dr Mahat hir Mohanad and hi s successor, Dat uk
Seri Abdul | ah Ahnad Badawi .

In the line-up of photographs of past and present MCA presidents in
W sma MCA here, Dr Lim s photograph is the only one m ssing.

The phot ographs of the other five past presidents - Tun Tan Cheng Lock
(1949-1958), Tun Tan Siew Sin (1961-1974), Tan Sri Lee San Choon (1974-
1983), Tan Koon Swan (1985-1986) and Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik (1986-
2003) and the incunmbent, Datuk Seri Ong Ka Ting, are prom nently
di spl ayed.

Dr Limi s photograph was never put on display since Wsna MCA first
opened in 1981. Nor was it displayed at the old party headquarters.

Last nmonth, the MCA and Gerakan, in what took many by surprise,
announced t hat they were seriously considering a merger.

So wi Il the photograph of the second president be put back inits
rightful place between Tun Tan Cheng Lock and Tun Tan Siew Sin?

MCA chi ef admi ni strative director Datuk Wng See Wah, who is in charge
of the day-to-day running of Wsna MCA, did not want to comment on the
m ssi ng phot ograph. Nei ther di d Penang MCA chai r man Whbng Kam Hoong.

Perhaps if the nmerger does take place, Dr Linmls photograph will findits
rightful place in the MCA presidential photo gallery.
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