19/ 05/ 2004
Diversity is strength, King tells Ml aysi ans

Al'l reports on "Dewan Rakyat" by Koh Lay Chin; June Ranii

MALAYSI ANS shoul d see their diversity as a strength and al ways renmenber
the sensitivity of the various races in their actions, Yang di-Pertuan
Agong Tuanku Syed Sirajuddin sai d yesterday.

He said they shoul d uphold nmulti-racial unity and nmutual respect at al
tines.

The Ki ng said the peopl e shoul d al so shoul der the responsibility of
mai nt ai ni ng raci al harnony al ong with the Governnent.

Raci al harnmony was the root of peace and prosperity in Ml aysia, he
sai d, addi ng that Ml aysi ans had to pay special attention to the needs of
all races

"Diversity nmust be seen as a strength as it allows us to see probl ens
and i ssues fromall perspectives,"” he sai d when opening the first session
of the 11th Parlianent.

The King said the Governnment woul d continue efforts to nmaintain racial
uni ty through various programes, such as the Vision School project, the
Nati onal Service and open houses.

Nati onal Service, he said, woul d be enhanced and nade nore efficient by
t he Governnent.

"As National Service has been inplenmented for the first time to increase
patriotism national integration and racial harnmony, | hope that all
| evel s of society will give it their full support."”

The Ki ng al so spoke of his concern over corruption, with sone betraying
the trust placed in themby the people.

"This problemhas to be addressed i nmedi ately and | am proud t he
Governnent does not discrimnate inits efforts to eradicate corruption.”

He al so spoke on the |IslamHadhari concept and how it enphasised
devel opnent as well as inprovenent in |Islamc education and the
i mpl enent ati on of Syari ah.

"Islamis a religion that | oves peace and Mal aysi a has proven that
Muslims and non-Muslins can |ive together in harnony.

"However, narrowinterpretation, extrenme practi ces and negative acti ons
are the mai n causes behind the Musl i mconmmuni ty' s weakness and why it is
| eft out of devel opnment,™ he said.

Al so affecting Mal aysi ans were the increase in social ills and
imorality resultingincrines |like childrape, incest and drug abuse.

The Government, conmunities and parents, religious teachers, ul ana and
I slami c experts should take responsibility in addressing this problem

"The approach of punishing, bl am ng others and havi ng general |ectures
shoul d be changed. U ama and preachers should go to the ground and
approach those afflicted with soci al di seases and gi ve t hemgui dance and
advi ce. "

The King was worried about recent devel opnents in and outside the
country, such as increasing international trade conpetition, the sl ow
recovery of the global econony and terrorist activities worl dw de.

He was gl ad that the Governnent had taken nmeasures to i nprove the
efficiency and ability of the country to neet such chal | enges, addi ng t hat
Mal aysi ans shoul d brave such probl ens toget her.

"World history is filled with exanpl es of enpires and civilisations that
wer e destroyed or had di sappeared fromthe face of the earth because their
citizens did not work together," he said.

He al so paid tribute to former Prime M nister Tun Dr Mahat hir Mohamad



for his 22 years of sacrifices.
The King al so congratul ated Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi on his
appoi ntnent as Prinme Mnister.
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