03/ 02/ 2004
Abdul [ ah's bold initiatives

Din Merican

PRI ME M ni ster, Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi took office on Cct 31. In
a matter of three nonths, he has introduced newinitiatives on both the
donestic and i nternational fronts.

In so doing, he has invigorated our country, and created expectations
of a promising future built on the successes of the previous
adm ni strati on.

This situation is not unlike 1981 when his predecessor, Tun Dr Mahat hir
Mohamad, took office - a nation is again charged up, and excited about
possibilities.

The Prime Mnister's initiatives to fight corruption, inprove public
service delivery, pronote transparency and greater accountability in both
the public and private sectors, uphold the rule of |aw, and focus on
agriculture and rural devel opnent are bol d.

In general, they are very well received but they do require the co-
operation and t he whol eheart ed support of Mal aysi ans on a sust ai ned basi s
if we are to see real change

On the international front, he has set a newtone, which will enabl e us
to | ower our voices without |osing our effectiveness in getting our
message across to the rest of the world. In order to get his nmessage
across he travel |l ed extensively throughout the | ength and breadth of the
country, and in recent days engaged i n shuttl e di pl onmacy by visiting our
Asean nei ghbours to engage their | eaders i n an exchange of i deas and fresh
perspecti ves.

H s olive branch to Singapore, for exanple, has re-opened the channels
of comuni cations so that our relations with the island republic can be
| ess stormy than in the past. W nust nowwait to see whet her the response
fromthe "other side" of the Causeway is forthconi ng beyond words and
pl easantri es.

It nmust be beyond gol f on Sentosa |sland, and yee sang di pl omacy in
Johor Bar u.

The pace he has set for hinself is punishing, one that woul d exhaust
even a 35-year-old. Fancy travelling to Vietnamand Canbodi a i n one day,
then chairing i nportant neetings including a Cabi net neeting the next
nmorni ng, followed by a host of social functions in the evening.

| hope with the appoi ntrent of Datuk Seri Najib Abdul Razak as Deputy
Prime Mnister, our Prinme Mnister can share the burden of running this
country. This will no doubt give himthe time to think and reflect on
matters of state and get some well-deserved rest.

DI N MERI CAN
Subang Jaya
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