15/ 04/ 2004

Associ ation of former students takes 11 siblings under its w ng

KUALA LUMPUR, Wed. - The plight of two sisters in Pekan, Pahang, who had
to fish for living to support nine other siblings has received the
attention of Ansara, the association of former Mara Juni or Sci ence Col | ege
students.

The fam |y will be anmong the nmany beneficiaries of Ansara’'s RML. 13
mllion fund collected during its national tel ethon for educati on hel d
between Feb 1 and March 15.

"Al though the fund is neant for education, we will help the famly with
basi c needs before hel ping themw th their education,"” Ansara president
Dat uk Miukhriz Mahathir said in an interviewat Balai Berita today.

He said sone Ansara nenbers were sent to the siblings' hone today to get
nore details on the famly. They took with themfood such as rice, sugar
and flour.

The famly's plight was highlighted in Berita Harian earlier this nonth.

It was reported the two sisters, aged 21 and 19, had to support their
siblings, aged between 15 nonths and 18 years, none of whomwere
schooling, since their nother died and their father abandoned t hem

Mukhriz said aid for the children's education woul d be taken fromthe 20
per cent portion of the fund which Ansara had al |l ocated for energency
financi al assistance.

"W have al so contacted nearby schools to check if the children can
continue their studies," he said.

The energency financi al assistance is one of six distribution channels
t hat Ansara has devised to channel its funds

The ot her distribution channels areits Mitiara Pertiwi tuition centres
(20 per cent), wel fare programre (15 per cent), tertiary financial aid (10
per cent), career gui dance and notivational tal ks (five per cent) and
referral services

Mukhriz said Ansara woul d open five newtuition centres to add to the
existing six in the urban poor areas in the Klang Vall ey.

"We have plans to set up centres outside the Klang Vall ey such as in
Kel ant an and Kedah but there are a | ot of considerations, such as
sufficient volunteer tutors,” he said.

The centres give free tuition for needy students and i npose a nomi na
fee on others.

Since their establishnment two years ago, the centres have sponsored nore
than 200 needy students, with 200 nore waiting to enrol

Mukhri z sai d Ansara recei ved many applicati ons for educati onal financi al
aid but they woul d need to be verified before noney coul d be di spensed.

"Whatever it is, we are required to di spense at | east 70 per cent of the
noney within the next 12 nonths," he said.

"The fund that we have will sooner or | ater be used up, which is why we
have to prepare for the second national tel ethon by the third quarter of
this year."

Mukhriz added that the association would report on the fund's
devel opnent to the public fromtine to tine.

Enquiries on the fund can be nmade to TabungH P@ahoo. comor tel ephone
03-64118006.
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