24/ 01/ 2004
Dr M I"mno senior mnister

Sheri dan Mahavera
LANGKAW , Fri. Former Prine M nister Tun Dr Mahat hir Mohanad | aughed of f

suggestions that he was still instrunmental in decisions nade by his
successor Datuk Seri Abdull ah Ahnad Badawi .
"When | said | would retire, | neant it.

"I amnot a senior mnister," he said at the Tel aga Harbour Park in
Pant ai Kok, today.

He was referring to comments by sone opposition | eaders and their
supporters that the appoi ntnent of Datuk Seri Najib Razak as Deputy Prine
M ni ster was a sure sign that Abdullah was following Dr Mahathir's
directives.

Dr Mahathir said his only contacts with Abdull ah since his retirenent on
Cct 31 were during functions which both attended together.

He sai d Abdul I ah had not once consulted himfor advice on who shoul d
becone the Deputy Prime M nister or on any other natter.

"I'f we are at the same function, then | will see him But if not, we
rarely neet. | have never said anythi ng nor has he once asked ne on party
matters (since the retirenent)," he said.

Abdul | ah appointed Najib as Deputy Prinme M nister on Jan 7.

Asked about hi s appoi nt nent as Kedah Bari san Nasi onal advi ser for the
general election, Dr Mahathir said: "I promised to help them(Kedah BN)
before and | al ways keep ny prom ses. | have never nmade enpty prom ses.”

Yest er day, Kedah BN chai rman Dat uk Seri Syed Razak Syed Zai n sai d that
Dr Mahat hir had agreed to be appointed as the coalition's adviser inthe
general el ection.

Syed Razak, who is al so Kedah Menteri Besar, said Dr Mahathir woul d be
visiting all Umo divisions inthe State after the BN s el ecti on machi nery
i s launched on Jan 31.

Asked what ki nd of advice he would give to the coalition, Dr Mahathir
said: "Wirk hard."

Asked about his visit to Langkawi, he said : "I amnot visiting. | amon
hol i day. "
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