13/ 04/ 2004

Dr M naintains busy schedule to “keep nme alive'

MRI, Mn. - Even after retirenent, fornmer Prine Mnister Tun Dr Mahathir
Mohamad still keeps a busy schedul e, though not as puni shing as when he
was the nation's chief executive officer.

"Well, | amnmuch nore free nowthen when | was Prine Mnister," he said.
"But still I amquite busy and that keeps ne alive."

Speaki ng here at the end of his two-day visit to Mri, he was asked how
life was treating himsince he retired in Novenber | ast year after 22
years as Prime M nister.

"Never retire. You have to work. Wen you work, it will keep you alive,
he said with a smile.

When he was Prinme Mnister, Dr Mahathir, 78, was fanous for keeping a
puni shi ng schedul e that even younger officials as well as journalists
covering his functions found hard to keep up.
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