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Abdul | ah open and very firm

Ahmad A. Talib; Manan Osman
PERAK Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Tajol Rosli CGhazali shared his experience
in developing the Silver Stateinaninterviewwith the New Straits Tinmes
and Berita Harian recently.

He spoke on a wi de range of issues, fromdevel opment to politics and his
hopes and aspirations for the people and the State.

He al so shared his experiences with Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah
Ahmad Badawi and hi s predecessor Tun Dr Mahat hir Mohamad and hi s opinion
ontheir style of | eadership. Tajol Rosli, the son of former Menteri Besar
of Perak Tan Sri Chazali Jawi, who served as the second MB after
i ndependence (1957-1960) and who was reappoi nted (1974-1977), took over
the helmafter the 1999 general election and will |lead the State Umo and
Bari san Nasional's chal l enge i n the general el ection.

Here are excerpts of the intervieww th New Straits Tines group editor
AHVAD A. TALI B and NST Perak bureau chi ef MANAN OSMAN.

QUESTION: This is Datuk Seri Abdull ah Ahmad Badawi's first State visit
to Perak as Prine Mnister. As Menteri Besar and Umo State |iaison
chai rman, what is the significance of the visit?

ANSWER: Yes, this is Pak Lah's first State visit to Perak as Prine
M ni ster, but he has visited us before as Deputy Prinme M nister.

As this is his first State visit, we will wel cone and congratul ate him
on his appoi ntnent.

During his visit we will bring himto Gugusan Manj oi, the bi ggest Ml ay
settlenent in the country, where he will officiate at the ground breaking
of Manjoi's township project and in the afternoon, he will officiate at
t he new Perak Ummo buil ding. At night, he will have di nner w th about
10, 000 peopl e at Dataran | poh.

Q You have served under Dr Mahathir and Abdul | ah. From your
observation, what is the difference between the tw?

A Datuk Seri Abdullah is nore open, we can talk to hi mopenly.
Sonetimes talking to himis like talkingto afriend or brother. It's
different with Dr Mahathir. Al though he is quite open when we talk to him
we tend to respect himas a father.

Maybe this i s because of the age difference between the two | eaders.

Dat uk Seri Abdullah will just keep quiet and smile, but Tun Dr Mahat hir
will query if you make a m st ake.

Sone peopl e say Pak Lah is very nice, but he can also | ose his tenper or
rai se his voi ce. However, | have never seen Dr Mahathir raise his voice.

Q@ When did Datuk Seri Abdullah | ose his tenper?

A It was in 1993 at the Umo general assenbly. |t happened during the
nom nations for the vice-president's post. The trend had been set for
everybody to foll ow and the people could not help it at that tinme, so you
have to follow the trend.

Pak Lah was standing for vice-president. Wen he saw the way the
nom nati on was goi ng, he rai sed his voice. He was very di sappoi nt ed and
said: "Surely Umo nenbers are not cowards?," referring to all of us.

He secured only 20 nominations, the minimumrequired to enable himto
contest for the post. But he lost, he and Tan Sri Sanusi (Junid).

Pak Lah is also very firm He may take tinme to make a deci sion, but once
a decisionis made, he will stick toit. For exanple, the red building at
Putraj aya where the Hone M nistry i s housed. Previously there was anot her
m ni stry there, and the EPU (Economi ¢ Pl anning Unit) nade a suggesti on



that the Hone M nistry nmove to another buil ding because it woul d be
cheaper.

But Pak Lah was adamant; he wanted the ministry to remain at the red
bui | di ng because he had nmade up his mnd.

Q Howis his relationship with Umo Perak as President and as Deputy
Pr esi dent ?

A It istooearly totell. As the Umo President he is still new, so |
woul d not be able to answer that. W know his styl e as Deputy President;
he supported the | eadership.

But | think there will be a continuity in policies although there wll
be a difference in style. He wants us to be | eaders of the people (and)
for the peopl e because we have been el ected by the people. He wants Umo
to not only to be clean, but nust also be seen to be cl ean.

Q What do you think of his policies on corruption and transparency?

A: He wants us to be efficient. W have set up two conmittees; one is
aimed at inmproving efficiency and enhancing integrity and the other is on
security.

Previ ously, the chairnman of the State Security Council was the State
secretary, but nowit is the Menteri Besar. He wants it to be like it was
bef ore where the Menteri Besar was responsi ble for security.

On corruption, previously there was a comnttee responsible for this,
but now we have one that ains to i nprove efficiency. For exanple, inthe
i ssuance of land titles, whichis quite a problenatic area.

We process the applications through the conputer. So far, sone 27, 000
appl i cati ons have been entered into t he computer. Now we just have to
nmonitor the applications. It is faster and nore efficient.

We can i medi ately informthe personif his |and applicationis approved
and vice versa. Sonetines the |l and he is applying for belongs to soneone
el se, or sonetines, the | and does not exi st.

Q Howdifferent are the two | eaders?

A: \Wen they chaired the suprene council meeting, Dr Mahathir for
instance, was a bit hesitant to interrupt when soneone was | ong w nded,
but Pak Lah would not hesitate to do so.

If we make a nmistake, Pak Lah will usually keep quiet, but Dr Mahathir
will correct us there and then.

Q Howis the rapport between the two | eaders and suprene counci l
menber s?

A. Pak Lah is nore friendly. Actually, Dr Mahathir is shy and that is
why everywhere he goes, he brings along (Tun) Dr Siti Hasmah, the friendly
Dr Siti Hasmah. Wth Dr Mahathir, if we don't say anything, he is silent
t 0o.

When we talk, he will listen. If it's inaccurate, he will correct it but
he does not tal k nuch. W are the ones who have to do the tal king. Wth
Pak Lah, if it's his favourite topic, he will be the one who will do nost
of the talking. Pak Lah is nore tal kative than Dr Mahathir.

Q@ How are the preparations for Pak Lah's visit? WIIl the death of his
not her be taken into consideration in the preparations?

A: W do not have any programes whi ch can of fend Pak Lah during his
ti me of mourning. For exanple, the launch of the Umo building will begin
with a Quran recital to be followed by the nasyid.

Q Is it true that devel opnent in Perak is slow?

A: For devel opnment to take place, we need econom c activities. Perak
used to depend on tin. Where there were m nes, there woul d be devel opnent.

But in Sungai Manik and Parit Buntar, padi planting was the only
activity, while Tel uk I ntan was devel oped because of oil palm So when the
tin mning industry coll apsed, we were badly affected. The then Menteri
Besar, Tan Sri Ramli Ngah Talib, later focused on industrialisation.



Fortunately, nmining activities resulted in the State Government being in
possession of a lot of |and. Sonme of the exm ning areas are suitable for
ot her uses, such as agriculture.

We want foreign investors to come, but unfortunately we do not have
ports or international airports. W are fortunate, however, in having a
lot of land that is quite flat.

W gave land in Kanpar to Utar (University Tunku Abdul Rahman) and gave
KTMI and in Batu Gajah for the train depot, which will be relocated from
Sentul . W have al so agreed to the construction of the new Bat u Cant onnent
arny canp in Sungkai. It covers 1,000 acres (400ha) and i s cheap at
RML, 000 per acre (per 0.4ha).

The rel ocation of 7,000 to 8,000 soldiers will also hel p Sungka
flourish. Sungkai is |ocated al ong the doubl e-tracking railway project,
whi ch means t hat those working i n Kual a Lunpur can stay in Sungkai
Tanj ung Mal i mand Gunung Besout.

Felda i s pl anni ng to devel op about 100 acres (40ha) near Trol ak and
Gunung Besout. It will cost only RMLO to convert the | and status, because
we believe Felda will convert nore | and and i ntroduce nore i ndustri es.

When the tin mining industry collapsed, there were many enpty houses in
| poh and rental rates were | ow.

Q Are you satisfied with the pace of devel opnent in Perak?

A: No. |I'mnot happy. Actually, we want to accel erate growh i n Lunut
and Pangkor. But before that can happen t he | poh-Lumut hi ghway nust be in
pl ace. The hi ghway can shorten the journey to Lunmut to 35 m nutes conpared
with the 1 hour 45 m nutes on the present road.

Wth the highway, those who stay in Lunmut can comrute to | poh and the
RWN ( Royal Mal aysi an Navy) staff can al so stay i n | poh. Furthernore, Lumut
will also prosper and people will also be attracted to buy property in
Lunut .

But construction of hi ghway has been deferred because there are cl ai ns
it is not viable. That is why we have requested the Federal Governnent to
hel p us and provi de an all ocation for the project.

Q@ Can the I poh-Lurmut highway project be revived?

A It can still be inplemented but nooneiswillingtodoit. W also
have a problemwi th flight services as there is only one flight fromKual a
Lunmpur to I poh daily and vice versa. W have invited AirAsia but have yet
to get a response

Q What is Perak's devel opnent strategy?

A: W want to develop the touri smsector but we have to ensure that it
i s a bal anced devel opnent. For exanple, if we want to give anislandto a
devel oper, we mnust also think of the consequences and what will happen to
the vill agers, especially Ml ays.

Q What is the State Governnment' priority in terns of investnent?

A: Cement factories have invested a | ot here, specifically in Tasek,

Chenor and Padang Rengas, and each investment is worth RML billion.
Furthernore, the Perak Hanj oong cerment factory i n Padang Rengas recently
i nvested another RMBOO nillion, soit's easily worth RM billion. Thereis

also the RV billion Proton City project in Tanjung Malim

Besides this, we are al so interested i n devel opi ng the defence i ndustry.
W have a ship-building factory for of fshore patrol vessels (OPV) in
Lurmut. We al so want to refurbish submarines in Lumut.

W have al | ocated 300 acres (120ha) of land to Tan Sri Am n Shah Onar
Shah (of PSC-Naval Dockyard) in Tanjung Tual ang to establish underground
testing facilities for weapons, such as for rifles and cannons.

W are aware that we are not attractive to el ectronic conpanies, but if
they are interested in comng here, we are ready to sell land cheaply to
themto build factories and hostels for their enpl oyees.



W use land as an incentive.

Q Whiere does agriculture fit in the State devel opment pl an?

A. W have been planting padi in Sungai Mani k and Krian. The only pad
estate in Mal aysi a, about 12,000 acres (4, 800ha), is in Fel cra Changkat
Lada.

They opened up the plantation area and sell themfor RML2, 500 per
hectare. The people pay only 10 per cent or RML, 250 and the rest will be
financed by Bank Pertanian. We will give themthe land title.

We have "Ladang Untuk Rakyat" and "Ladang Unt uk Pel adang”. "Ladang Unt uk
Rakyat" i s managed by the State Agricul ture Devel opnent Cor poration ( SADC)
whil e farmer associations in the State nanage "Ladang Untuk Pel adang”

W al so have "Ladang Usahawan Tani". W are fortunate because SADC i s
very |iquid.

Q Can you el aborate on the Ladang Pahl awan concept ?

A For "lLadang Pahl awan", we sell the lots to ex-servicenen who are al so
Per aki ans.

We allocate 70 per cent to fornmer nmilitary personnel and 30 per cent to
ex-policemen. This will be for life. Mre than 1,000 peopl e have
benefitted fromthe project.

SADC al so keeps part of the plantation as a buffer and has its owmn mlls
to process palmoil. "Ladang Rakyat" bel ongs to the State Devel opnent
Corporation and the profits are given to the hard-core poor who will
recei ve RM250 per nonth

For "Ladang Untuk Rakyat", we sell the lots to the public who will earn
RMLOO for each acre.

Q Is it correct to say that Perak wants t he defence i ndustry to be
| ocated in the State?

A: W have given 1,000 acres (400ha) of |Iand each in Batu Gaj ah and
Sungkai for the devel opnent of arny canps. In Lunut, there are 14, 000
staff at the Royal Mal aysi an Navy base

Eventual | y, we may have 25,000 nilitary personnel in Perak. The nunmber
does not include those i n other canps i n Tai pi ng and Pengkal an Hul u. If we
put themtogether, there woul d be between 25 and 30 per cent of about
100,000 military personnel in Perak

The armed forces al so use the Lumut Port to bring ininporteditenms. W
have t housands of acres of |and which can be devel oped and act as a
catal yst for future devel opment.

Q What are the mgjor challenges in devel opi ng Perak?

A. The main problemis attracting investors. If they want to set up an
el ectronic industry, the area nust be closeto the airport. If it involves
t he shi pment of cargoes by ships, they will set up operations in Penang or
Port Kl ang.

But, if they need an area or land to rear chickens, for instance, they
can cone to Perak because they woul d need sonething Ii ke 1,000 acres
(400ha) including a buffer zone of 500 acres (200ha).

We al so offer a | ease period of between 20 and 30 years, sO we receive
i nvestnents in prawn and chi cken breedi ng.

Q Did Perak go on trade and i nvestnent m ssi ons overseas?

A: When | becane Menteri Besar, we were recovering fromthe econonic
downturn. | did goto Indiain 2001 with the hope of attracting
investnents to the I T industry, but so far we have not seen anything yet.

However, in the case of Sel angor, they do not even have to go but people
will still cone.

Q There are certain people who feel that Perak does not have strong
attractions as a tourist destination. Wat are the interesting tourism
products in the State?

A: Unlike in other states, we do not have organi sed tour packages. How



can we reach interesting places |i ke Gua Tenpurung? The St at e Devel opnent
Corporation (SDC) bought two coasters to be managed by a private conpany
to transport tourists to the place but this is not successful. The private
sector including hotels lack theinitiativeto organi se such packages.
Certainly people do not cone here just to sleep.

Q What is Perak's tourism budget?

A: W used to allocate about RMb million (a year) with enphasis on
advertising. But nowthe enphasis is on tourismrel ated programes such as
TV3's "sure heboh" carnival and the Joran angling conpetition.

Such things attract people and are an effective formof (tourism
promotion. The State Governnent does not derive direct i ncome fromthe
touri smindustry but we have to renenber that the city makes nmoney from
taxes and t he peopl e can get enpl oyment. The Federal Governnent too is
supporti ve.

We have identified 10 tourist spots in Perak but not one has achi eved
i nternational standard. W have to get the support of the private sector
to devel op the tourismproducts.

For exanmple, if there is anybody who wi shes to enbark on tulip
cultivation in Bukit Larut (Maxwell Hill), the State Government is willing
to provide a |l aunching grant of RMLOO, 000.

Wth an efficient network of roads between Kual a Lunmpur and | poh, nore
people will stop by in Ipoh. Childrenwill returnto visit their parents
nore regularly. Food is al so cheap.

Q Can you tell us a bit about Royal Bel umand what neasures are being
taken to protect the forest?

A: Royal Belum which covers 117,500ha, was a security area during the
Ener gency. The tropical rainforest has been gazetted into a State Park and
as a permanent forest reserve, which nmeans logging is strictly prohibited.

Recently, the Sultan of Perak declared it as Royal Belum The State
Gover nment has enbarked on a | owi npact devel opnent plan to preserve and
protect the forest. It will be managed by the Perak State Park
Cor por ati on.

Q Perak has a target to have zero squatters by the end of 2005. Can
this be achi eved?

A: At one tine | thought the people of Perak were like their
counterparts in Selangor. If they are, the target can be achi eved. But the
peopl e in Perak do not want to live in flats; they want housing | ots.

It is possible, but it will take tine. If they can afford to buy housing
lots it would not be a problem but they want it cheap at RMA00 and then
expect the Governnent to put up the infrastructure, water supply,
electricity and other facilities. | don't think the Governnent can afford
t hat .

Q What about sports? In what area does Perak have potential ?

A: Archery is one of the nost prom sing. W have a teacher in Pengkal an
Hul u who coaches students in archery at three schools. For exanpl e, Mhd
Mar bawi Sul ai man fromPengkal an Hul u who won Mal aysia's first gol d nedal
at the 22nd Vi etnam Sea Ganes in archery | ast Decenber.

Q How are preparations for the general el ection com ng al ong?

A W are confident Umo will be able to recapture all the seats it | ost
inthe |last general election, especially if we can field the right
candidates in Parit Buntar and Parit.

Q@ How nany new faces will be featured in the Perak |ine-up?

A. W now have seven new State seats and another ei ght were vacant
foll owi ng the defeat of our candidates in the | ast el ecti on. Two of the
eight are division chiefs. If we allowthemto stand as candi dat es agai n,
we will have 13 new faces.

There will al so be sone who will be dropped by MCA and Gerakan and in



Umo there may be anot her one or two nore.

Q@ Do you have enough second-echel on | eaders in Umo and BN?

A W are quite lucky that we have | eaders such as Dat uk Zahi d Ham di
(MP for Bagan Dat oh), Datuk Ahmad Husni Hanadzl ah (MP for Tambun), Datuk
Hanzah Zai nuddi n and Dat uk Dr Zanbry Abdul Kadir (Perak Youth chief).

They all hold inportant posts. For exanple, Datuk Zahid is al so chairman
of the National Housi ng Corporation, Datuk Hanzah i s Fel cra chai rman and
Dat uk Husni is chairman of Yayasan Perak, Matrade (Mal aysi a External Trade
Devel opnent Corporation) and the Nati onal Hi gher Education Fund
Cor por ati on.

In the women's wi ng, we have Datuk Kam lia Ibrahim who is a Wanita exco
menber and Perak Puteri chief Noor Asmah Nawaw .
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