26/ 01/ 2004
I ndi genous Aussi e art displ ay

Bar bara Foong
AUSTRALI AN Hi gh Commi ssi on hel d an exhi biti on on Australian indi genous art
entitled Kiripuranji at its prem ses in Kuala Lunmpur recently.

The exhi bition was | aunched by Dati n Paduka Mari na Mahathir who wore a
beautiful batik piece.

She j oked: "I believe Mal aysi an bati k designs have simlarities to the
art fromTiw islands, Australia. W hope Mal aysi an bati k designs will be
displayed in simlar fashion in Australia in future.

"This exhibitionis a softer and di pl omati c approach to appreciate
contenporary art fromboth countries. The art is pretty to | ook at and
creates good feelings."

Al so present at the launch were Australian Hi gh Comni ssioner Janes W se,
National Art director-general Wairah Marzuki and exhi bition curator Jackie
Dunn.

Kiripuranji (a Tiwi word nmeaning cl ever with our hands) was a displ ay of
Tiw art including work on canvas, paper, cerenoni al spears, bark baskets
and vi brant textiles.

It builds on the international reputation already enjoyed by the Tiw
i sl ands for their carved and pai nted cerenoni al pol es.

The Tiwi |Islands, Bathurst and Melville, are | ocated 100 kmnorth of
Darwi n, separated fromthe mai nl and by the Dundas Strait.

Tiwi is the main tribal group in these islands.

Creative designs have | ong been inportant to the Tiw cerenoni al
obj ects, songs and dances.

Much of Tiwi contenporary art is derived frombody painting or jil mara.

All Tiwi artists featured at the exhi bition have distinctive individual
styles. Sone use traditional nethods of enpl oyi ng a wooden conb to apply
dots on their canvas, paper or scuplture.

Kiripuranji is curated by Artbank, assisted by nenbers of the Tiwi Art
Network, Jilamara Arts and Craft Association, Munupi Arts and Crafts
Associ ation and Tiw Desi gn Abori gi nal Corporation.

For details, visit ww.tiw art.com
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