23/ 04/ 2004
Kegl ers missing fromawards |i st

By S. Selvam

EVEN as t he Mal aysi an School s Sports Council (MSSM cast their nets w der
to recogni se and reward tal ented at hl etes, an oversi ght, or maybe j ust

pl ain i gnorance, on the part of State Schools Sports Councils may have
robbed several bowl ers frombeing noninated for the 2003 MSSM M | o Sports
Awar ds on Monday.

Wil e MSSM are keen to create new categories to cater to the Best Team
next year, nmenbers of the Asian School s Bow i ng Chanpi onshi ps in Penang
| ast year, who swept seven of the 10 gold nedal s at stake, were
conspi cuously mssing fromthe |i st of nom nees announced by t he school s
body.

But according to MSSM s princi pal assistant director Mhsin Salim
nom nating a candi date was the prerogative and responsi bility of the
respective State School s Sports Councils.

"The forns were given out to each State Schools Sports Council and it
was up to themto nom nate the candi dates for the awards," sai d Mdhsin at
a Press conference to announce the nomi nees at his office in Kuala Lunpur
yest er day.

"The sel ecti on panel do not have the authority to nom nate students for
the awards. That is the responsibility of the State Schools Sports
Counci I s.

"However, we are not aware of the reasons for their (bow ers) exclusion
fromthe nom nation."

Last year, Mal aysia swept seven of the 10 gold nedals to retain the
overall title for the second consecutive year.

And i n anot her show of dom nance, Zandra Azi el a | brahi mbagged four gold
medal s to | ead the Mal aysians to the overall title again with a total haul
of six gold, six silver and one bronze at the 7th Asian School s Bow i ng
Chanpi onshi ps i n Hong Kong this year.

Mohsi n said the proposal to include awards for teamevents will be
di scussed at their next council neeting.

"It is a good proposal and one that we will definitely consider in our
next council meeting," added Mhsin.

"But for this year, unfortunately, there won't be any awards for team
events."

The awards will be graced by Tun Dr Siti Hasmah Mohd Ali, w fe of forner
Prime Mnister Tun Dr Mahat hir Mohanad on Monday.

For the Sportsboy and Sportsgirl Awards, swi mmer Daniel WIIieamand
artistic gymast Nurul Fatiha Abdul Hanmid are the front runners to winthe
titles.

Sportsboy: Mohamed Ariffin Ramy (cricket), Azrinafiz Azhar (badm nton),
Ahmad Firdaus Salim(athletics), Ken Whng Pi p- Hou Ken Wong (golf), G
Kumaran (athletics), Chen Jin Sian (archery), Daniel WIIlieam(sw ming),
Azl an Johari (shooting), S. Narendran (athletics).
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