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Pronoting East Asian integration

CH NA may have been the first non-Asean country that Datuk Seri Abdullah
Ahmad Badawi visited, signifyingits increasing economnm c and strategic

i nportance to Mal aysia. But the Prime Mnister's trip to Japan can hardly
be considered | ess significant. After | ooking east to Japan for nore t han
20 years, Mal aysia continues to enjoy a substanti ve and benefi ci al
partnership since diplomatic rel ati ons were established in 1958, 14 years
before ties were forged with Beijing. Despite the rising profile of China,
Japan remai ns t he second bi ggest econony in the world with a GOP triple
that of China. The signs of Japan's recovery after nore than a decade of
sl uggi sh econom ¢ perfornance can only mean good news for Malaysia. Wth
nore than 1,400 conpani es i nvolved - half of themin manufacturing - Japan
is one of the country's top three foreign investors. Bilateral trade was
al nost RMB7 billion | ast year, and tourist arrivals fromJapan are on the
i ncrease once again. The further liberalisation of trade and i nvest nment
bei ng negoti at ed under the Japan- Mal aysi an Econom ¢ Part nershi p Agr eenment
will foster greater co-operation to the nutual benefit of both countries.

It is apity that these vigorous econonic indicators have not been
mat ched by signs of progress in the establishnent of the Ml aysi a-Japan
Uni versity of Technol ogy. At his neeting with Japanese Prinme M ni ster
Juni chiro Koi zunmi, Abdul | ah said the issue of funding had not been
resol ved. First proposed by fornmer Prine Mnister Tun Dr Mahat hir Mohamad
at a nmeeting with Koi zum in 2001, the joint university was originally
schedul ed to open this nonth.

Anot her project that has not made nuch headway i s that of the East Asian
comunity. The Prime M nister believes that Asean+3 "provi des the nost
productive framework” to that end. However, although it is already
synmbolically, diplomatically, and politically inportant, he said "thereis
a need to generate creative and productive i deas to give meat and concrete
substance” to the process. It is hoped that concrete proposals will energe
fromthe Second East Asian Congress and the East Asia Forumto be held
this year in Ml aysia.
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