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New di nensi on at KUKTEM

CALL it "internationalisation” or another facet of gl obalisation, but the
gradual alliances between | ocal universities and their foreign
counterparts has given a new | earni ng di nensi on to under graduat es.

Just ask nine acadeni c staff and engi neering students of Kol g]

Uni versiti Kejuruteraan dan Teknol ogi Mal aysi a (KUKTEM .

Cone April, they will head for Fachhochschul e Nurenberg, Germany, a
prem er engineering institution which KUKTEMsi gned an agreement with to
enabl e academ c staff and students fromboth canpuses to experi ence a new
lifestyle.

Expl ai ns Prof essor Datuk Dr Abu Azam Yassin, KUKTEM s rector whose
experience while pursuing his PhDin the UK and working visits to I ndia
and Germany drove himto seal the |link between the two engi neering
uni versities.

"We eval uated the benefits that the alliance would bring to the students
and acadeni c staff froma professional and personal point of view " he
sai d.

KUKTEM st udent s pursui ng courses in industrial and chem cal engi neering
can pursue simlar courses on a shorter basis while in Nurenberg, whichis
famed for its highway and rail networks to other European cities.

Al so, the cost of living in Nurenberg is cheaper conpared with Germany's
maj or cities such as Munich and Frankfurt.

Abu Azamsai d: "The stint would broaden their nminds and they can
interact with students fromdifferent races and cul tural backgrounds."

Froma prof essional viewpoint, he said Mal aysi an engi neeri ng conpani es
had cone | ong way since the era of former Prime Mnister Tun Dr Mahathir
Mohaned.

"We can see many of our comnpani es openi ng up across the world and we can
pl ay our part by nmoul di ng graduates who are not only arned wi th degrees
but al so | anguage skills and international exposure to cater to their (the
conmpani es) re-quirements.”

He added that it would be nice if Ml aysi an conpani es coul d operate
overseas "l ock, stock and barrel " where Ml aysi an engi neers and wor kers
coul d be there doing everything.

VWil e his explanations point to a bright future for its budding
engi neers, one should not al so forget the international experience craved
by their German counterparts.

"We can expect sone of their lecturers to come here during their sumer
break to teach and | earn nore about our research net hods. Sone visited us
on an ad-hoc basis last year."

"After the pioneer batch returns in August, we expect to send nore
students (to Nurenberg) in the years to cone and vice versa from
Nur enberg. "

On possible tie-ups with other foreign universities, he said prelimninary
negoti ations had started between it and Hanburg Techni cal University in
Germany, and City and Coventry universities |located inthe United Ki ngdom

"These universities adopt a conmon | earning nmethod |i ke us, where the
enphasis is to prepare graduates for the i ndustry. However, negoti ati ons
are still at an early stage and its to premature for us predict when we
can start our alliances with them"

The university has 1,000 students pursuing techni cal and engi neering
courses at its campus in Ganbang, Pahang.
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