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Kuwai ti Airways likely to resume flights to KLIA

KUALA LUMPUR, Wed. - Kuwaiti Airways is likely to resune flights to the KL
International Airport by June, Kuwait ambassador desi gnate to Ml aysi a
Abdul Hami d Al - Fai | akawi sai d yest erday.

"For now, | do not have details on flight frequency as a feasibility
study is being done on this.

"But discussions are underway, " he said, adding that there was potenti al
for the airline to expand in the Southeast Asian region.

Abdul Ham d was speaking to the New Straits Tinmes in conjunction with
Kuwait's National Day cel ebration today as well as Liberation Day
t onor r ow.

Kuwai ti Ai rways stopped flying into the KLI A about two years ago, said
Abdul Hami d who has been in Mal aysia for 11 days now.

"l want to see a brighter future in Malaysian-Kuwaiti relations.

Previ ously, my governnent had been very busy with the Saddam Hussein
regi me and our foreign policy was very much focused on that.

"Now we are focused on econom ¢ di pl onacy and Mal aysia will be one of
our nodel s," he said.

Abdul Ham d hoped to conti nue buil ding on the good rel ati onshi p enj oyed
by both countries.

"I hope to bring Kuwai ti and Mal aysi an busi nessmen t oget her to di scuss
possi bl e joint ventures and i nvest ment opportunities in our countries as
well as to set up joint ventures in third countries,"” he said.

He said the Kuwaiti Governnment was also reviewing laws to attract nore
countries to do business in the country.

Asked on opportunities for Mal aysian investors in Kuwait, Abdul-Hanid
said two of the biggest sectors were petroleumand infrastructure.

"We forecast our econony to grow by | eaps and bounds in the next few
years. There are plenty of opportunities,” he said, addi ng that Ml aysi a-
Kuwai t bilateral trade which stood at US$150 million (RVb70 million) was
"smal | ".

Abdul Hami d sai d bil ateral trade coul d al so be enhanced as there were
many unexpl ored opportunities.

"I know for a fact that Ml aysi an goods have a good market in the Mddle
East and Mal aysi a has a good trade exchange programe wi th Mbrocco in
particular, as well as other nations in that region.

"We hope to work on this too," he said, adding that he was confi dent
this woul d be further enhanced under the | eadership of Prine Mnister
Dat uk Seri Abdul | ah Ahrmad Badaw .

Abdul Ham d sai d Mal aysi a and Kuwait coul d al so enhance the rel ati onship
as both headed regi onal as well as international groupings.

Mal aysia is the chairman of the Non-Aligned Muvenent and the
Organi sation of Islamc Conference while Kuwait presides at the Gul f Co-
operation Council.

Asked on the rel evance of the O C, Abdul Ham d sai d t he conference woul d
continue to discuss and find solutions to issues affecting Islanic
nations.

"To agree and di sagree on i ssues is normal. Such things happen in every
regi onal and international grouping. On the whole, the OCis very
rel evant and has been successful,"” he said.

Abdul Ham d al so sai d Mal aysi a had achi eved rapi d devel opnent under the
| eadership of former Prime M nister Tun Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad.



Citing an exanple, he said the captain of a Kuwaiti teamwho had
participated in a sports event in Kuala Lunpur recently was anazed to see
Mal aysia's transformation in slightly over two decades.

"The last tine the captain cane here was 22 years ago. So | told him
t hat what he saw t hen was when Dr Mahathir had just become Prinme M nister
and what he saw today was just after his retirement.”

Asked on Kuwait's views of Malaysia' s objection to the presence of US
troops in lraqg, Abdul Ham d said his Governnment woul d al so |like to see the
Anerican troops | eave as proni sed on June 30.

The Kuwai ti Government al so hoped to see the United Nations play a
bi gger role in postwar Irag, he added.



	Kuwaiti Airways likely to resume flights to KLIA (NST 26/02/2004)

