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Manual on AI DS/ H V part of college syllabus

By V. Josephine

TEACHI NG t he young about the perils of prom scuity and the dangers of
AIDS/H Vis a positive step towards reducing the infection rate in
Mal aysi a.

Firmy believing in this, the Mal aysian AIDS Council and the Ml aysi an
Associ ati on of Private Colleges and Universities (MAPCU), | aunched a
manual , Changing Tinmes, tointegrate HHV/ AIDS i nformation into LAN
(National Accreditation Board) subjects.

Acconpani ed by MAPCU presi dent Tengku Shamsul Bahrin, the manual was
| aunched by Al DS counci | president Datin Paduka Marina Mahat hir at the
atriumof the I nternational Medical University at Bukit Jalil |ast Friday.

Marina said the manual woul d be a guide to private college |l ecturers to
i ntroduce HV/AIDS i nformati on i nto subj ects such as Ml aysi an St udi es,

I sl ami ¢ Studi es and Moral Educati on.

"I'n 2001, the Training & Education Unit of the Al DS council conducted an
i nformal survey anmong col | ege students to gauge their awareness | evel on
the issue of H V/AlDS.

"The results reveal ed that the students | acked the i nformation necessary
to protect thenmselves fromH V/ AIDS as well as to nmake i nfornmed deci si ons
pertaining to their sexual health. It was decided that a nore concerted
ef fort was needed to reach out to these students,"” said Mari na addi ng t hat
public universities could approach the council or MAPCU f or assi stance.

She sai d yout hs aged between 20 and 29, forned 40 per cent of the
H V/ AIDS i nfection rates in Mal aysia and that as end of 2003, about 6, 756
new cases were detected with 700 deat hs recor ded.

Wirk on the manual started in 2001, with a workshop to gauge the vi ews
of LAN subj ect [ ecturers on the devel opnent and feasibility of the nmanual .
Based on the feedback, it was deened that three LAN subjects were the

nost appropriate to integrate informati on on H V/ Al DS.

Monash Uni versity | ecturer Dr Yeoh Seng Guan, who was fornmerly with the
Sunway Col | ege when t he manual was bei ng devel oped, rel ated his experience
with students when the H V/ Al DS syal | abus was i ncorporated in their
st udi es.

"The syl | abus on H V/ Al DS was taught under Moral Education and | found
that the magjority did not Iike the topic. The inclusionis to basically
enpower the students on what is HV/AIDS is all about and to test their
know edge on the i ssue and their understanding of it.

"A question or two may be included in the exam nation but it is all
about attitude, lifestyle and rel ationships. Students need not worry as it
is part of the syllabus and not an additional topic," he said.
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