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Land rights the nub of conflict with Palestinians, Dr Mtells Israeli TV

KUALA LUMPUR, Sun. - The Pal estinian-lsraeli conflict is not about
religionbut territory, Tun Dr Mahathir Mohamad (picture) saidin his
first-ever interviewon Israeli televisionrecently.

The fornmer Prime Mnister reiterated that this was a conflict over |and
nore than religion or ideol ogy.

"You created the state of Israel, you expelled the Pal estinians, you
took their land, their farms, their houses. Now, what they want is to get
back what they once owned,"” he told interviewer Guy Sharett of Israel's
Channel 10 tel evision.

Dr Mahathir said he was prepared to travel to Israel and Pal estine to

advocate peace. "If it is goingtoyieldpositive results, yes. But if it
is nerely propaganda to show ny interest, no."
Dr Mahathir al so used the interview, conducted here inearly April, to

set the record straight on his views on Jews, Israelis, Zionists and the
state of Israel.

Wien he criticised Jews, he said, he was referring to those who
supported I srael's unconprom sing stand on t he Pal estinian i ssue and t he
atrocities commtted by the regine. Not all Jews, naturally, fell into
this category.

Dr Mahathir said there were Jews who were ultra-nationalistic and
t hought only of Israel's interest, but there were al so many, i n Engl and
for instance, who were rational.

Thi s was why, he said, the Jewish reaction to his speech at |ast year's
Organi sation of the |Islam c Conference Sutmit, including frommenbers of
Britain' s House of Cormons and House of Lords, was mild conpared to the
reacti on of Jewi sh conmuniti es el sewhere.

Dr Mahat hir said he had nmany Jewi sh friends who agreed with his views on
the Pal estinian i ssue and knew t hat he was not anti-Semtic.

At the 10th O C Sumit here | ast year, Dr Mahathir said Jews rul ed the
wor | d by proxy after having gai ned control of the nost powerful countries.
Hi s remarks drew outrage fromthe Australian Governnent, the European

Union and the United States.

But Dr Mahathir said he did not have any reason to apol ogi se for his
remarks.

"I said the same thing about Muslins in ny speech, but the Jews
preferred not to notice at all that | condemrmed terrorism that | told the
Muslims to stop it. That was totally ignored. They only focused on what |
sai d about the Jews indirectly controlling the world."

Dr Mahat hir al so described former Israeli Prinme Mnister Yitzhak Rabin,
who was assassi nated in 1995, as sincere about endi ng the conflict.

"When Rabin was i n power, we brought Jewi sh children to Mal aysia to show
themthat Muslins were not bad peopl e.

"Of course, their encounters with Pal estinians gave themthe i npression
that these were people who kill children, but they came here and m xed
with our children (and) they found us normal."

He did not rule out the possibility of Mal aysia and | srael establishing
di plomatic ties, if and when the Pal estinian issue is ever resol ved.

( END)
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