22/ 03/ 2004

Pas' boast of taking Kedah falls flat

Abdul Razak Ahmad; Elizabeth John; Arni Shahi da Razak

ALOR STAR, Sun. - Pas' boast of taking over the State sounded as hol | ow as
a drum

The conservative Islam c politicians met defeat in nost of the state and
parliamentary seats. One by one, Qpposition politicians fell. First it was
Pas' Mahfuz Omar, then it was his conrade Mbohamad Sabu, then it was Parti
Keadi | an Nasional's Tian Chua and so on.

At Press tinme, it looked like BN had a two-thirds majority in the State
Assenbl y.

The happi est person on the ground was Kedah Menteri Besar Datuk Syed
Razak Syed Zain. He has been in the hot seat since 1999, when the
Opposition won 13 state seats and seven parlianentary seats.

He trounced Parti Keadilan Nasional's Saifuddin Nasution Ismail inthe
Kubang Rotan state seat.

BN | eaders yesterday attributed their better showing to the Abdul | ah
factor, noting that people inthe State were i npressed with the PMs first
few nonths in office, his religious credentials and his humlity.

Hi s strategy of fielding a blend of old and new faces worked wel |. Anpng
t he newconers who won was Dat uk Dr Mashitah | brahim She was the gi ant
killer who slayed Pas strongnan Tai b Azi nudden for the Baling
parlianentary seat.

I n Kubang Pasu, Datuk Johari Baharomeasily swept aside Dr Abdul |sa
Ismai|l of Pas. His victory woul d have brought a smile on the face of Tun
Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad who owned that seat from 1974.

Johari, the Political Secretary to Abdull ah, also served Dr Mahathir in
that capacity for many years.

For Pas the defeat was a real shock. Party officials cancelled all
functions |l ast night, and state comm ssi oner Azi zan Abdul Razak conceded
t hat he was shocked by the rejection his party suffered.

He managed to win the Sik parlianentary seat, defeating BN s Datuk Dr
Wan Azmi Wan Ariffin. But he was second best in the Sungai Linmau state
seat.

Still it was scarce consol ation for a man who bel i eved that he woul d be
| eading the State Governnent.

Pas officials blanmed the re-delineation of seats for their devastating
defeat, but others said Pas officials had overestinmated their strength.

They refused to acknow edge that their popularity in 1999 had nmuch to do
with the fallout in the Malay conmunity over the sacking of forner Deputy
Prime M ni ster Datuk Seri Anwar | brahim They di scount ed t he Abdul | ah
factor.
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