28/ 01/ 2004
Leaders reaffirmfaith in Asean

M K. Megan

KUALA LUMPUR, Tues. - Asean | eaders reaffirned their confidence in the
groupi ng i n nmeetings with Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi during t he
Prime Mnister's tour of the seven-nenber nations.

The Prine Mnister said they al so assured himthat they woul d work
closely in various fields including regional security and peace.

He said they al so wanted t he devel opnent process i n Asean nenber States
to continue uninterrupted

He had also learnt that their | eaders wanted a cl oser rel ati onshi p and
i nprovenent in bilateral ties.

"They said they wanted to i nprove bilateral ties to discuss i ssues that
have not been touched upon yet," he said after |aunching a book entitled
Wra Tak Di dendang (The Unsung Heroes) at the Menorial Tuanku Abdul Rahman
here today.

Anong t hose who attended the book | aunch were forner Prinme M nister Tun
Dr Mahat hir Mohamad, former | nspectors-Ceneral of Police Tun Hanif QOmar
Tan Sri RahimMNor, Tan Sri Norian Mi, Cabinet Mnisters and dignitaries.

The 191-page book was written by Deputy Information M nister Datuk
Zai nuddin Maidin and is priced at RW0.

Abdul | ah sai d t he general consensus was the need to consolidate their
rel ati onshi p and encourage i ntegrati on anong menbers

"I'n areas where the relationship has to be inproved, it will be
i mproved. "

He said the existing co-operation anong the Asean nenbers was normal and
a good i ndi cator of further inprovenent in relationships.

The Prime M nister described his visit to the Asean countries as
meani ngf ul and refl ecting the healthy rel ati onshi p Mal aysi a enjoyed with
its nei ghbours.

He was earlier asked to conmment on his visits to | ndonesi a, Singapore,
Thai | and, Laos, the Philippines, Vietnam and Canbodi a.

Abdul I ah said his visits were neant to be courtesy calls, but sone had
turned into official visits.

"However, | had fruitful meetings with the | eaders and al so with sone to
di scuss matters which cannot be di scussed openly.

"Visiting neighbouring countries is a tradition when sonmeone new assunes
the post of the country's |eadership.”

Abdul I ah added that the visit was to introduce hinself to fell ow
regi onal | eaders and to | earn about each other's habits, character and
bilateral policies.
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