30/ 04/ 2004

Li brary gives insight into how PMs noul ded nati onal ethos

PUTRAJAYA, Thurs. - The Perdana Li brary and Research Centre, whi ch opened
today, will give Mal aysi ans an insight into the national ethos noul ded by
past Prine Mnisters.

The public can access records on strategies for the econonic, social
and political devel opnent of the nation pursued by the four past prem ers.
The docurents are al so avail abl e onli ne.

Launched today by former Prime M nister Tun Dr Mahat hir Mhamad, the
library provides integrated information service and col |l ection on the past
policies, strategies and initiatives.

Boasting a network systemthat serves as a link to |l ocal and
international information providers, it islinkedtolibrarieslocally and
abr oad.

Anong ot her documents available at the library are decl assified
gover nment docunents and unpubl i shed works, restricted coll ections,
conf erence papers and speeches by the four | eaders.

Efforts are al so under way for the library to establish gifts and
exchange of information with ot her organisations.

The Perdana Library is a project of the Perdana Leadershi p Foundati on
(PLF), a private sector initiative

Foundati on board of trustees chairman Tan Sri Azi zan Zai nul Abidin, in
hi s speech, praised the 26 conpani es whi ch donated RML nmillion each to
establish the library, thus hel ping to preserve and propagate the
intellectual heritage of past |eaders.

A magni ficent display of traditional architecture, thelibrary is
located in a scenic part of Putrajaya. Built on a pronontory, the
bui I ding i s bounded on three sides by the Putrajaya Lake.

Azizan said the library al so served to provi de t he docunent ati on needed
to educate t he younger generation and shoul d be used as a point of
reference in nation-building.

He urged the public in possession of docunents and i nformati on on the
four former Prime Mnisters - Tunku Abdul Rahman, Tun Abdul Razak Hussein,
Tun Hussein Onn and Dr Mahathir - to send themto the library.

Al so present at the launch were Tun Dr Siti Hasmah Mohd Ali, sone
menbers of the PLF board of trustees and representatives of the
contributing conpani es.
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