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Li beral denocracy is not the full answer, says Dr Mahathir

SHAH ALAM Thurs. - Liberal denocracy should not override the interests of
t he nation and people, forner Prine M nister Tun Dr Mahat hir Mohanmaed sai d
t oday.

"We' ve seen how | i beral denocraci es have destroyed cul tures, norals and
religionin other countries.

"W need not | egalise such destruction in the name of denocracy.

"We shoul d adopt what is good and di scard the bad,” Dr Mahathir said
after receiving an honorary doctorate in Political Science and Gover nment
fromUniversiti Teknol ogi Mara here today.

Noting that Mal aysi an denocracy was often criticised by western
denocraci es, Dr Mahat hir sai d some Mal aysi ans were enbarrassed by such
criticisms.

Mal aysi ans shoul d real i se that the denpocracy practised i n Mal aysi a was
for the good of the country and the peopl e.

The Yang di - Pertuan Agong, Tuanku Syed Sirajuddin, whois U TM
Chancel | or, conferred the doctorate at the university's Conmenorative
Convocati on here today.

Al so at the function were the Raj a Permai suri Agong Tuanku Fauzi ah, Dr
Mahathir's wife Tun Dr Siti Hasnmah Mohd Ali, Hi gher Educati on M nister
Dat uk Dr Shafi e Mohd Sal | eh, Rural and Regi onal Devel opnent M ni ster Datuk
Azi z Sansuddi n and Tourism M ni ster Datuk Leo M chael Toyad.

Dr Mahat hir sai d peopl e should differentiate between good and bad if
t hey wi shed to enjoy prosperity.

"The recent snmooth general el ection m ght have gi ven an i npressi on t hat
denocracy and politics was sinple.

"“In actual fact, it is not," he said.

Denocracy, Dr Mahathir said, was a difficult systemand vul nerable to
corruption, chaos and anarchy.

"Murder and all sorts of crines that occur in sone devel opi ng countries
that try to practise denocracy is proof of howdifficult and dangerous
denmocracy can be."

Tuanku Syed Sirajuddin, after conferring the degree, described Dr
Mahat hir as an intellectual and a | eader of great foresight.

"He had observed and val ued Ui TM s contributions and status as a | eadi ng
university," he said.

"He is not only a very dedi cated person but al so a | eader who practi ses
nobl e val ues, " Tuanku Syed Sirajuddi n added.
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