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Li ving next door to the PM

Mal i na Shansudi n

The Prine Mnister and his wife |ive here. So do nmany ot her VIPs. And
we're sure they | ove the beautiful place. But what's lifereally like for
the teens living in Putrajaya, the country's new admi nistrative centre
that turns three on Sunday?

MALI NA SHAMSUDI N fi nds out .

Go, go, go, go

Go, go, go shawy

It's your birthday

We gonna party like it's your birthday- In Da dub, 50 Cent

VELL, congratul ations and a big birthday hug to our Federal toddler
Putrajaya as it extinguishes its third candle this weekend. And ny, how
you' ve grown!

Sporting sophisticated steel suspensions, magnificent architecture
across rippling |l akes and | usci ously | andscaped grounds... our techno-
savvy netropolis is the epitome of its dual-project theme: Garden City,
Intelligent City.Since the ribbon-cutting cerenony of our spanki ng new
suburb, parental units have been eagerly flocking intothe adm nistrative
apple - brainchild of Tun Dr Mahathir Mhanmad and naned after Ml aysia's
first Prime Mnister, the I ate Tunku Abdul Rahman Putra Al - Haj .

Not al ways so dazzled is the younger generation that's dragged along, it
seens.

The recent case of the Hanster Gang - a group of 10 young repeat
of fenders rangi ng fromages seven to 15 years - who broke into a shop two
weeks ago and nade of f with nine pet hansters and about RM60 i n cash - was
qui t e sonet hi ng.

Not really a crine that deserves a hanging, but still... why woul d one
resort to abducting furry lil' rodents for kicks? Granted that there m ght
not be as many shops here as in the KL or PJ, but could life in Putrajaya
truly be that boring?

Intrigued, YouthQuake deci ded to track down a nunber of teens willing to

spill all about the place they call honme. Welconme to the lives of the
young and restless in Putrajaya.
The ki nks

Moving into a newtown i s never easy and it takes a while to iron out
the initial kinks.

"l guess what | m ss nost about Melawati (his old home) are the friends
Here, | stay inthe "prestigious" Precinct 10. It's the place nost big
shots live. The kids were a bit "action" (stuck up) at first, but have
since | oosened up. |'ve only been here a while so |'mnot too close with
themyet," sighs Wn Amr Zarin, 19

"The pace is pretty slow Everything dozes off by 10pm | don't really
think it's my cup of teh tarik."

Safety

When it cones to safety, there's alot of trust in Putrajaya. This is
enphasi sed by the | ack of barriers between each residence. Wiich is
probably why t he Hamst er Gang managed a string of petty crines before
getting caught.

"I't doesn't change a thing," says Wng Jian Zhi, 16, originally from
Kual a Lunpur. "Those kids just didn't knowwhat to do with thensel ves.
It's still a safe place to live. There is constant police surveillance."
Back to nature



"I like to think of Putrajaya as a naturephile's paradi se. There are so
many t hi ngs you can do outdoors, be it water sports or trekking through
the wild wetlands (it's the size of 10 football fields) or just hanging
out in one of its 13 gardens," says Sophia Lee Ai Lee, 16.

"Yeah, | like the fact that it's eco-friendly... the freshness of the
environnent as well as the peaceful orderliness of everythingis such a
vast difference fromthe bustle of Kajang. Everything' s so CLEAN, " says
Kavi t ha Manuharan, 16, | aughing.

As it should be. Wth one-third of this carefully crafted city devoted
to sustaining the urban green | ung, outdoorsy-types can while away the
hours not only by indulging in ol d-fashi oned canping and trying to
identify the various exotic species of greens that thrive there.

[t's during the annual treasure hunts and nmerentas desa (cross-city
run), that teens beginto realise that there is nuch nore about the fruits
of the earth there is to experience than nerely flicking waxy pages.

Adds Nur ashi ki n Mohd Khalid, 16: "There's al so this (Fragrant) Garden
where you literally luxuriate in seductive scents wafting fromleft, right
and centre. It's quite enchanting. And the flora here is never boring. In
fact, each flower bed gets a regul ar make-over. So, one norning your
streets are lined with yell ow bl ossons, and tonorrowthey coul d be bl ue!"
Wt "n' wld

Wth over three | akes, it's no wonder aqua sports is such a fascination
Besi des the usual swinmming (in a hygienic pool, of course) thereis also
kayaki ng, sailing, sanmpan rides, canoeing and even a m ni crui se. The
| atest addition is the i nnovative water pol o on kayaks!

"It's not as expensive as you think because, if you' re a nenber of the
(Putrajaya) Lake O ub you usually get all equi pment, inclusive of safety
gear at half price," says Navi nderan Mageswaran, 15, originally from
Bant i ng.

"But what's really fun are the triathlons that they have yearly which
i nvol ve trekking, cycling and water sports," adds Wng, an avid
partici pant and often a chanp.

However, if water isn't exactly your el enent, teens can opt for horse
trotting, cycling, basketball, football and even skateboarding. In fact,
it was Precinct 16 that hosted the X-Ganes conplete with wild skating
ranps. Cool times.

Shoppi n', eats and transportation

Wiile still inits infancy, Putrajaya boasts its very own nmini Suria
KLCC, known as Souq, and anot her retail haunt known as Anjung.

"The Souq's not bad. It's a pronmenade facing the 600-hectare nan-nmade
| ake and has a good food court with fast-food outlets. That's al so where
you can go for boat rides. But as cash is an issue, | usually spend tine
at the mamak, nursing a teh tarik and watching football," says Wan Am r
with a |augh.

According to Nurashi kin, as SPMis around the corner, nmpbst students
spend their time at the Pusat Penbel ajaran (a fancy termfor library). So,
t he usual chow joint is the affordable food court next to their school or
a pick-nme-up Slurpee at 7-El even

Getting around the hub is pretty painless, hel ped i nmensely by t he Nadi
Putra bus service and the refreshingly zilch traffic situation

However, should one ever nmiss "living it up", Kuala Lunmpur is only an
Express Rail Link (ERL) ride away. There's even a bus that ferries one to
and fro the Mnes hourly to catch the | atest flicks.

"As we're usually stuck in school with co-curricular activities until
5pm the real shopping gets done during the weekend with parents. That's
when we hit Bukit Bintang, KLCC and so forth," explains Lee, fingering a
star-shaped earri ng.



Kampung kinda life

Since lifein Putrajaya tends to get quiet, nost teens spend their tine
at home or in those of others. As a result, one tends to forma cl oser
bond with the famly.

"It's because our parents work so close to home, that they get hone
qui ckly and aren't as exhaust ed because they don't get stuck in jans. So
nore time and attention is given to foster a rel ati onshi p between parent
and child," says Wng.

Thankfully, this unity is not confined to the four walls of the hone.

Navi nderan chips in: "Al so, because npst of the adults work together
you find that the whol e nei ghbourhood is pretty close-knit. The feeling is
fuell ed a great deal by the fact that there are no gates or fences to
di vide our |land. Therefore, you tend to feel |like a huge famly.

"For exanpl e, during weddi ngs or other festivities, all the nei ghbours
pitch in not only to consume but to help too!"

Accordi ng to Nurashi ki n, the nei ghbourhood is al so a very m xed one.
"Unli ke Kual a Lunpur, where nost suburbs are pretty race-segregated, here
al nost anyone wi || be your nei ghbour,"” she says wi th enthusi asm

However, in true kampung style, there's one drawback: everyone knows
you.

"Yes, you kind of have a lot of “eyes' all over the place. Sonetines,
shoul d you sit too close to a friend of the opposite sex when the hour
grows |ate, soneone - be it a guard or an attendant - will cone up to you
and ask you how your famly is doing," says Lee.

Wan Amir recounts a sinilar tale: "You can't stay out too late in
Putraj aya. Even at the 24-hour manmak shop, there was an incident once at
12. 30am when a polis ronda suggested | call it a night. Maybe it's
because we' re supposed to be an exenplary town, so authorities don't want
any irresponsi bl e displays... or sonething."

However, while Wan Anir isn't the only one missing his old lifestyle of
places to go and friends to visit, the young residents remain optimstic.

"One thing about Putrajaya, it brings you back to your roots. Wth Taman

Wari san Pertanian and so forth... it's amazi ng. Honestly, when was t he
last time a city kid actually saw vegetation i n the GROUND?
"The whol e experience reinforces who | am |'mfortunate. | feel like a

true Mal aysi an,” says Noor Nashima Asrab Ali, 17.

And of course, there is that other thing.

As Eddy Effendy, 20, puts it: "It's not everyday you can say the Prine
Mnister's my "home' and not everyone who can say the Prine M nister
lives up the road.

"l give Putrajaya five years. There's a huge shopping mall on its way.
Putraj aya i s gonna be happening. Until then, I'"mbiding ny tine..."



	Living next door to the PM (NST 30/01/2004)

