29/ 07/ 2004

Ex- Umo sec-gen dies after short illness

KUALA LUMPUR, Wed. - Former Umo secretary-general Tan Sri Mustafa Abdu
Jabar, 81, the man who oversaw the successi on of Tun Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad
as Prinme Mnister and party president, died this afternoon

He drew his | ast breath about 5pmat the University Mal aya Medi ca
Centre after a short illness. Mustafa |l eaves his wife, Puan Sri Asmah
Kasm jan, five children and 13 grandchil dren.

Wth nmore than 50 years' experience in politics, Mistafa w tnessed many
i mportant events in Umo's history, includingthe menorable fights for the
post of deputy president between Dat uk Musa H tamand Tengku Razal ei gh
Hanzah.

Must af a t ook over the secretary-general's post in 1978 fromhis cl ose
friend, Datuk Senu Abdul Rahman.

During his six years running the Umo headquarters, Mistafa was known
for his admnistrative abilities, as evident in the snooth runni ng of Umo
general assenblies and el ecti ons.

He al so worked hard to anend the party's constitution to keep up with
the tinmes.

Must af a was al so credited for his diplomacy in settling party di sputes
at state and divisional |evels, checking the probl ens of vote-buying and
noney politics, anobng others.

He stepped down as secretary-general in July 1984 after two consecutive
terms, saying it was tinme for himto nake way for a younger man

Mustafa's political career began in the 1950s, when he was nmade a
Sel angor state executive councillor.

He headed t he Sabak Bernam Umo division until 1982.

In 1968, Mustafa won a seat on the Umo supreme council and was nade
deputy chai rman of Mara under the prem ership of Tun Abdul Razak, whomhe
hail ed as a | eader commtted to rural devel opnent.

A visionary, Mustafa will be renenbered for his tireless efforts to
i nprove the country's agriculture industry when he chaired the Farners
Organi sation Authority during the 1980s.

Anong t he causes he chanpi oned then were integrated farm ng to i nprove
the livelihood of farmers, a network of farners' retail outlets and
callingonfarners toincrease their productivity to reduce Mal aysia's
food bill.

He was Deputy M nister of Agriculture between 1974 and 1978.

Mistafa's wi sdom warnth and presence will be very nuch m ssed.

He will be buried at the Kiara Miuslimcenetery tonorrow.
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